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First Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Washington, D.C., commemorated on 
November 4, 1956, the 100th anni- 
versary of the laying of the cornerstone 
in the sanctuary that has served the 
congregation for a century. 

Recalling that half an inch of snow 
fell on the capital the evening of Oc- 
tober 31, 1856, when the cornerstone 
was laid, Pastor H. B. Roepe said when 
snow also graced the ground for the 
centennial: “I doubt that the laying of 
our cornerstone had much effect on the 
elections or the weather, but it had 
a tremendous effect on the hearts of 
millions of people.” The church is 
planning to erect a new house of wor- 
ship on the same site. 


Older than Synod 


In 1843 Concordia German Evan- 
gelical Church of Washington City 
called a young Lutheran theologian, 
Adolf F. T. Biewend, who had arrived 
in New York through the aid of a mis- 
sion society in Germany. Although he 
had intended to work among the scat- 
tered Lutherans in the West, he ac- 
cepted the call from the only German- 
language Protestant church in _ the 
capital. The congregation followed the 
pattern of the State Church of Ger- 
many, in which Lutheran and Reformed 
confessions had been united by edict. 

His preaching of the Gospel and the 
administration of the Sacraments ac- 
cording to Lutheran doctrine and 
Biblical institution brought him the 
warning to remember that the congre- 
gation was a united church. After 


a Reformation sermon in 1847 he was. 


dismissed. The next two years he 
taught languages and philosophy at 
Columbian College, Washington. With 
the organization of the Missouri Synod 
in 1847, the theological college in Fort 
Wayne, founded by the mission group 
which had sent Pastor Biewend to 
America, was transferred to Synod. 
In 1849 the college called him to Fort 
Wayne, where he became the first in- 
structor of English at Synod’s colleges, 
and in 1850 transferred him to Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis. 

After Pastor Biewend’s resignation 
at Trinity, a number of conservative 
members of the German Evangelical 
Church met in private homes and main- 
tained contact with their Lutheran 
brethren in Baltimore. 

Rev. E. G. W. Keyl of Baltimore 
and Rev. F. K. D. Wyneken, President 
of Synod, conducted morning and after- 
noon services for this group of 120 
worshipers, meeting in the Washington 


City Hall, August 10, 1851. Trini 
German Evangelical Lutheran Cor 
gregation of the Unaltered Augsburg 
Confession formally organized Nd 
vember 2, 1851, and called Rev. Wi | 
helm Nordmann from a_Baltimor 
suburb. 

The Church Building 


The present church site at Four 
and E Streets, N. W., was purchase 
February 6, 1852, for 25 cents a squa 


George Willner, a charter membe 
who had purchased two lots adjoinin 
the church site on E Street, offered t 
erect two buildings adapted temporar 
ily for chapel, parsonage, and schoo 
if the congregation would rent thes! 
structures for five years at $200 a year 
His offer was gladly accepted. 

In the fall of 1856 the church co 
missioned an architect to draft a pla 
for the sanctuary, which has now stoo 
for a century. 

Pastors 


Wilhelm Nordmann, 1852—1858 

Ernst Moritz Buerger, 1858—1869 

Peter Brand, 1869—1876 

W. C. H. Luebkert, 1876—1895 

George Koenig, April 1896—Ja 
uary 1897 

Henoch Schroeder, 1897—1924 

Hugo M. Hennig, Pastor Emeritus 
1924—1950 

Herbert B. Roepe, 1950— _ 


Mother Church in Washington 


In 1876 members from First Trinity 
organized Grace Lutheran Churchi 
which later affiliated with the Ohid 
Synod, and in 1892 Christ Lutherar 
Church of the Missouri Synod. 

Shortly after a member of Firs} 
Trinity. was elected to Synod’s Easter 
District Mission Board in 1921, groups 
of young people systematically sur. 
veyed mission prospects in the suburbs 
In 1927 some women of the congrega 
tion founded a mission society. The 
church resolved to sponsor a mission 
and to assume its expenses if the Mis- 
sion Board would provide a_ student 
assistant. The women canvassed Mount 
Rainier, Md., where they gathere 
favorable prospects, and in 1931 the 


St. Louis seminary assigned Studen 
Edwin E. Pieplow to the charge. 

In 1935 Trinity opened another mis 
sion, which later became Bethlehen 
Congregation. 

The mother church has released 
many of its members to these branct 
congregations and to other missior 
in the nation’s capital. 


* 


hree District Synods 
rganized in India 


Work in India for an indigenous 
nod, affiliated with the Missouri 
nod, took a big step forward when 
> second and third district synods of 
> India Evangelical Lutheran Church 
‘re recently founded. About six years 
0 the Ambur District Synod was es- 
lished. 


Trivandrum District Synod 


In October, 25 circles in Trivandrum 
1t 75 delegates to the organizational 
eting of the district synod, held in 
ncordia High School, Trivandrum. 
ie delegates accepted the new con- 
tution on October 9. The vote was 
> culmination of four years of hard 
ort on the part of the missionaries 
establish a synodical organization in 
> district. A small group of Indian 
ders had worked with the mission- 
es in drafting the constitution. For 
ir days the delegates carefully con- 
lered each point of the proposed doc- 
1ent and finally adopted it with a 
v modifications. “The discussions re- 
aled that most of the delegates, 
‘luding the laymen,” Missionary Wil- 
r TIT. May wrote, “had studied the 
nstitution and made valuable sugges- 
ns for improvement.” 

The picture shows three members of 
> Elections Committee, standing left 
right: chairman, Rev. P. K. George, 
d Rev. J. Markose and Missionary 


gy 


The three men to the left were mem- 
bers of the Elections Committee at 
Trivandrum. 


May. Partly behind him is the secre- 
tary, Rev. C. M. Jacob, and by the door 
the president, Rev. D. Vethamanickam. 

At the Trivandrum meetings Rev. A. 
Enose “presented a very interesting and 
scholarly essay on “The Letters to the 
Seven Churches’ with many apt appli- 


District Presidents of the India Church. 
L. to r.: Revs. S. Savarimuthu (Nager- 
coil), N. J. Ezekiel (Ambur), . and 
D. Vethamanickam (Trivandrum). 


ety 


cations to the congregations who had 
sent delegates to the convention,” wrote 
Missionary May. 

Officers elected are: President, Rev. 
D. Vethamanickam; Vice-President, 
Rev. E. Manasse; Secretary, Rev. C. M. 
Jacob; and Treasurer, Rev. S. Markose. 
In addition to these officers, the synod 
elected four standing committees. 

Four nationals and two missionaries 
serve on each of the committees of 
Gospel Work, Education, and Building. 
The Executive Committee has nine In- 
dian and seven male missionary mem- 
bers. “The missionaries have no vote 
in the synodical meetings but do have 
a vote in the committees. Still the re- 
sponsibility for the work of the church 
has been turned over to the nationals, 
with missionaries assuming the role of 
advisers. This, under the blessings of 
the Lord of the church, we feel confi- 
dent, will contribute to the general wel- 
fare of the church and will prepare the 
way for a truly indigenous church here 
in India,” Missionary May said. 


Nagercoil District Synod 


At the close of the organizational 
meeting of the India Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church — Nagercoil District, 
November 20—22, 1956, Missionary 
Clarence Rittmann, the last chairman 
of the Nagercoil District Conference, 
handed a Bible and a copy of the new 
district synodical constitution to the 
newly elected President of the Nager- 
coil District Synod. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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ROBERT BROWNING BAKER 


Concordia Collegiate Institute, 
Bronxville, N. Y¥., celebrated 
the 75th anniversary of its 
founding on November 20, 
1956, with a service in the Vil- 
lage Lutheran Church. L. to r.: 
Rey. Milan Ontko, secretary of 
the Mission Board of the Slo- 
vak Church and alumnus of 
Concordia; Dr. Paul Rafaj, 
President of the Slovak 
Church, who presented to the 
school his Synod’s offering in 
appreciation of its service in 
training pastors in his church 
body; Prof. Albert E. Meyer, 
president of the school; and 
Rev. Herman J. Rippe, Atlan- 
tic District President. 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Webster City, Iowa, on April 
3, 1955, dedicated its third 
building since the founding of 
the congregation in 1874. 
Pastors who served St. Paul’s 
are H. W. Rabe (1877—83), 
C. J. Craemer (1883—86), 
F. J. Oehlert (1887—91), E. 
Hanow (1892—94), A. Willner 
(1894—1904), W. F. Georg 
(1904—12), H. A. Koenig 
(1913—23), A. A. Brauer 
(1923—26), W. C. Fleischer 
(1926—45), O. E. Weiss (1945 
to 52), H. H. Schauland 
(1952—). 


USMA PHOTO 


At the U.S. Military Acad- 
emy, West Point, N. Y., Lu- 
theran services are held every 
Sunday in St. Martin’s Chapel. 
The Atlantic District of Synod 
has appointed Rev. Paul W. 
Gabbert as chaplain to the Lu- 
theran cadets. Since attendance 
at the general Protestant ser- 
vice is compulsory for all non- 
Roman Catholic and non-Jew- 
ish cadets, it is necessary for 
Lutherans to attend this ser- 
vice; later, from 50 to 70 ca- 
dets come to the Lutheran 
service. A Lutheran Cadet Fel- 
lowship with an initial mem- 
bership of 65 was organized 
December 8. Every month this 
‘group will sponsor a lecture 
forum open to all cadets, with 
a representative of Synod as 
lecturer. 
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At Trivandrum were 75 delgates 


Rev. M. Philip installed the new offi- 

srs: President, Rev. S. Savarimuthu; 
ice-President, Rev. A. Sebagnanam; 
ecretary, Rev. C. Devasigamoney; and 
reasurer, K. P. Perinbanayagam. 
Seventy-eight congregations became 
varter members of the new district 
mod. Attending the meeting were 33 
ymen and 32 pastors from 33 pas- 
rates. 

Essayists were Missionary Theodore 
lichalk and Rev. A. Enose. 

“Business sessions were devoted to 
2aring of reports of outgoing stand- 
1g committees on Gospel Work, Edu- 
ition, and Stewardship; elections; and 
solutions pertaining to transfer of ad- 
inistration from mission to church. 
he convention heard messages from 
.e presidents of the other two district 
mods, who attended as special guests. 
he three district synods are now work- 
g together toward the formation of 

general synodical organization for 
ir entire church in India. It is hoped 
at this work will be completed this 
sar,’ Missionary Luther W. Meinzen 
ported. 
“With the organization of the Nager- 
il District of the India Evangelical 
utheran Church,” he said, “all admin- 
trative work of the church in this 
strict becomes the full responsibility 
~ synod, in which only two mission- 
ies hold membership on each com- 
ittee. Plans are being laid for the 
olden Jubilee year in 1957, com- 
emorating the 50th anniversary of the 
ork of our church in this district.” 


anadian Lumber Camps 
» Receive Bibles 


‘The Upper Canada Bible Society 
esented 3,000 Bibles and New Testa- 
nts, printed in more than 30 lan- 
ages, to the Shantymen’s Association 
' Canada, Toronto, for distribution 
lumber camps of northern Ontario. 
Formed in 1908 to combat drinking 
‘d gambling among lumberjacks, the 

denominational Shantymen’s Asso- 
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ciation has a paid staff of 15 and 
another 15 part-time workers. 

For the first time the Shantymen 
asked for and received Bibles in Span- 
ish and Portuguese, languages not us- 
ually in demand in northern Ontario. 


Lutheran Named Missouri 
State Director of Revenue 


Milton Carpenter, 50, president of 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church, St. Louis 
(Rev. Alfred Doerffler, pastor), became 
Director of Revenue for the State of 
Missouri, under appointment by Gov. 
James T. Blair, Jr., January 14. He 


Milton Carpenter 


had been Comptroller of the City of 
St. Louis since 1949. 

The Missouri Department of Rey- 
enue collects an average of more than 
$1,000,000 a day in taxes, fees, and 
other state revenues. 

A lifetime member of Pilgrim, Mr. 
Carpenter is the past international treas- 
urer of the Lutheran Laymen’s League 
and a member of the committee study- 


me 4 : 7 


ing the administrative organization of 
Synod. He was a member of Synod’s 
recent Mass Communications Commis- 
sion and of the Advisory Board of 
Valparaiso U. During World War II 
he spent three years in the U.S. Army. 
He is active in veterans’ affairs. 


Detroit Evangelism Rally 
Gains 833 for Adult 
Membership Classes 


Fifty of Synod’s churches in De- 
troit conducted a Preaching-Teaching- 
Reaching Mission last November. Two 
phases of the mission stirred the pastors 
when they saw the profit the members 
received from calling on the un- 
churched and the spiritual edification 
for the pastors themselves. 

Said a pastor with conviction: “When 
I accepted the invitation to participate 
in the Detroit PTR, I considered it 
a bold experiment on my part. Believe 
me when I tell you I not only saw 
people and a plan at work, I also saw 
the Holy Spirit’s work.” 

Here are some of the figures to show 
the results: In 6,034 calls, 5,793 lay 
visitors were instrumental in gaining: 

833 prospects for adult classes 

584 adults reactivated in member- 

ship by transfer or reaffirmation 

834 children for Sunday school 

499 children for Baptism. 


Pastors commented: “I was at a small , 
parish, among typical average people, 
served by a typical parish pastor. But 
instead of a meager or modest indica- 
tion that something was happening — 
everything caught fire. I was a total 
stranger when I went to them, a fast 
friend when I left; hesitant when 
I went, and a witness who could sol- 
emnly affirm the truth I saw there after 


Detroit Evangelism Rally, November 11—15, 1956 
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only the few days of the PTR mission. 
Slightly more than 200 persons had 
been contacted in the visitation pro- 
gram — and 110 commitments had 
come in for the adult class, transfer, 
reaffirmation, Sunday school, and Bap- 
tism.” 

“My mental hesitations and reserva- 
tions regarding an effort such as the 
evangelism mission were entirely er- 
roneous! I’m overwhelmed! The ar- 
rangements for lay visitation, as pro- 
posed by the evangelism board of 
Synod, needs no change. A guest mis- 
sioner at church — outstanding!” 


Evangelism Area Missions 
Scheduled for Late Winter 
and Spring 

In the cities listed, hundreds of mem- 
bers of Synod’s congregations are call- 
ing on the unchurched and _ inviting 
them to hear the Word of God. 

The number of children, youths, and 
adults gained through the Holy Spirit’s 
blessings on past evangelism area mis- 
sions encourages the church to pray for 
laborers going into the harvest and to 
ask God to grant the workers wisdom, 
courage, and blessing. 

Pittsburgh, Pa. — Jan. 27—31 

Decatur, lil. — Feb. 3—7 

Hastings-Grand Island, Nebr. — 

Feb. 3—7 

Worthington, Minn. — Feb. 3—7 

Oklahoma City, Okla. — Feb. 10—14 

Enid-Ponca City, Okla. — 


Feb. 10O—14 = 
San Francisco Bay Area — 
Feb. 17—22 


Chicagoland — Feb. 17—22 
Indianapolis, Ind. — Feb. 24—28 
North Redwood Circuit, Calif. — 
Feb. 24—28 
All-Oregon Mission — Feb. 24—28 
Brooklyn Area — March 3—7 
Dallas-Fort Worth — March 24—29 
Southern Wyoming — May 5—9 


“Look” Features Synod’s TV 
Program 


“The Lutherans’ Big TV Hit” is the 
title of a major picture article in the 
February 19 Look, which will appear 
on the newsstands February S. 

Written by Hartzell Spence, the 
article calls Synod’s TV program the 
“world’s most televised TV _ show,” 
reaching weekly at least 98 per cent of 
all television homes. 

The series, says the author, succeeds 
in bringing to people in their own lan- 
guage the central theme of Christianity: 
the forgiveness of sin through the grace 
of Jesus Christ. 

“The most widely televised show in 
TV history,” writes Spence, “gives away 
no money and has no chorus line. 
It promotes a product you cannot buy. 
The program This Is the Life has one 
insistent purpose: to promote the Chris- 
tian way of life. Produced by The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod, it 
is in its fifth successful year.” 


ERNEST J. GALLMEYER of Fort 
Wayne, Ind., left, was honored Decem- 
ber 10 far 21 years’ service as a mem- 
ber of Synod’s Board of Directors. 
He retired from the Board last year. 
Dr. J. W. Behnken, who presented the 
citation to Mr. Gallmeyer, began his 
first term as President of Synod in 1935, 
when Mr. Gallmeyer joined the Board. 


BAILEY 


CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA DISTRICT TEACHERS CONFERENCE, 
St. Peter’s Church, Lodi, Calif. In the District’s 31 schools (only one is rural) 


94 teachers instruct 2,763 pupils. 
6 
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LEIG 
DR. WILLIAM F. ARNDT, co-autho 
of “A Greek-English Lexicon of thé 
New Testament,” photographed at Cam 
bridge University, England. Tyndale 
House is in the background. 


Synodical Survey Commission 
Invites Suggestions 


At the organizational meeting of thé 
Synodical Survey Commission, Janu 
ary 14—15, the group divided into four 
sections to study: Missions, Parish Ed 
ucation, Synodical Services, and Higher 
Education. 

Instituted by Synod to survey its or 
ganizational structure and administra 
tion, the Commission is made up of the 
following members, appointed by the 
College of Presidents: Dr. Paul Koenig 
secretary, Rey. Carl J. Schuette; Rev 
Carl, A. Eberhard; Dr. A. G. Hueglit 
Dr. Robert V. Schnabel; E. A. Heiden 
Fred C. Rutz; Dr. John C. Baur; ap- 
pointed by the Board of Directors: Mil- 
ton Carpenter, Walter Koch, Herbe 
Buetow, Rev. Alfred E. Behrend, Rev. 
Herbert Berner. 

The tentative scope of the Commis- 
sion’s survey is: (1) to study the organ- 
ization, functions, and administrative 
procedures of boards, departments, of- 
fices, commissions, and committees of 
Synod; (2) to study the problems of 
the co-ordination of the work of these 
groups; (3) to study the financial opera: 
tions of Synod; (4) to study the or 
ganizational procedures of synodical 
conventions; (5) to study the co-ordina- 
tion of Synod and District activities} 
and (6) to study the organization and 
work of the auxiliary agencies within 
Synod and their relationship to Synod 

At the next meeting of the Commis- 
sion, February 21—22, a progress re 
port on its work will be offered. 
Suggestions to the Commission shoul 
be addressed to Dr. A. H. Grumm 
chairman, Lutheran Building 210 J 
Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS| 


{ Dictionary 


Vlakes Its Debut 


January 29, the date of the third 
mber of the enlarged edition of the 
JTHERAN WITNESS, is the very day on 
ich the new Arndt-Gingrich Greek- 
iglish Lexicon of the New Testament 
d Other Early Christian Literature 
ikes its debut. With its appearance 
ht and one-half years of planning 
d scholarly activity reach their goal 
making available to the world of 
2»w Testament studies a dictionary 
equate to the needs of our day. As 
ch this dictionary is a monument to 
2 vision of our church. 


First Since 1889 


This new unabridged lexicon of the 
reek New Testament is the first work 
its kind to appear in English since 
89. It is the first attempt by the 
iglish-speaking world in over half a 
ntury to bring the results of an im- 
snse body of scholarship to the at- 
ition of the experts as well as of the 
rested layman. Its creation was 
anned and executed by The Lutheran 
1urch — Missouri Synod, which en- 
ged the services of Dr. William F. 
ndt of Concordia Theological Sem- 
ary, St. Louis, and of Dr. F. Wilbur 
ngrich of Albright College, Reading, 
., to prepare the manuscript for this 
9-page volume. 


Funds Authorized 


The funds for the project were orig- 
ully requested by the Lutheran Acad- 
ay for Scholarship, which prepared 
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Third-century papyrus fragment. Hebrews 1:1, 2 


a project brief for our church’s Com- 
mittee on Scholarly Research. The ex- 
ecutive council of the Academy made 
the original contacts with the University 
of Chicago and with Dr. Gingrich in 
laying plans for this monumental work. 
The entire project, as outlined by the 
Academy, was submitted to the Com- 
mittee on Research in 1948 and ap- 
proved by it and Synod’s Board of 
Directors in the spring of 1949. 

It took Drs. Arndt and Gingrich from 
September 1949 until February 1955 
to prepare the basic manuscript, con- 
sisting of 22,400 handwritten cards 
(see below), explaining every word in 
the New Testament and in early Chris- 
tian literature. The editors used as 
their basic material the definitions given 
by Dr. Walter Bauer of Goettingen 
University in the fourth edition of his 
German lexicon. 


Difficulties 


This edition was in the process of 
being printed in the Russian zone of 
Berlin. It was necessary to establish 
some point of contact in East Germany 
to give assurance that the fascicles 
(book parts) of the fourth edition 
would be made available here in Amer- 
ica as soon as possible. Dr. Kurt Aland 
was chosen to serve in that capacity. 

About midway through the work, 
however, he was taken into custody by 
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*ApaBla, as, 4} (Hdt. 3, 107 et al.; 
Philo; Joseph. On ’A. w. and without the art. 
ef. BI-D. §261, 6 app.; PFlor. 278 otpatnyo 
*ApaBias) Arabia as a geogr. concept includes the 
territory west of Mesopotamia, east and south of 
Syria and Palestine, to the isthmus of Suez. In 
Roman times independent kingdoms arose like 
that of the Nabatacans south of Damascus, which 
could be called simply Arabia, and is regularly so 
called by Joseph. This seems to have been the 
country visited by Paul after his conversion 
Gal 1: 17 (CWBriggs, The Ap. Paul in Arabia: 
Biblical World 41, 
narrower sense, w. special ref. to the Sinai 
peninsula Gal 4: 25. As the home of the phoenix 
1 Cl 25: 1.—BMoritz, Arabien °23; HSPhilby, 
Arabia ’30; JMontgomery, A. and the Bible °34. 


the Communists; and for _ several 
months the sending of materials came 
to an end. Dr. Arndt was about ready 
to look for some other arrangement 
when Dr. Aland was released as 
abruptly as he had been arrested some 
months before. 

At another time it appeared that the 
printer in Berlin would not be able to 
get from the Communist government 
the amount of paper needed to com- 
plete the job of printing the fascicles 
for Bauer’s fourth edition. The Uni- 
versity of Chicago, with its international 
contacts, got busy at this point to pro- 
vide sufficient paper to finish the job. 

Strangely enough, one shipment of 
fascicles was placed on the ill-fated 
Flying Enterprise. For months Drs. 
Arndt and Gingrich were without any 
information and new materials for their 
lexicon. Fortunately the shipment had 
been sent by registered mail, making 
it possible to trace the package to the 
port from which the Flying Enterprise 
had sailed. A checking of the dates 
led to the conclusion that the shipment 
must have gone down with Captain 
Carlsen’s famous freighter, January 10, 
19528 

New Information 


The new lexicon replaces the old 
standard Greek-English Lexicon of the 
New Testament prepared by Professor 

(Continued on page 20) 
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\\ hoever knows well the art of dis- 
tinguishing between the Law and the 
Gospel, call him a doctor of Holy 
Scripture,” Luther said. 

It is important, then, for all Chris- 
tians to know the difference between 
these two great doctrines of Holy Writ. 
All believers use the Word. Many teach 
it in their homes and Sunday schools. 
If Christians are to grow through the 
“sincere milk of the Word,” as St. Peter 
urges, they must know the difference 
between the Law and the Gospel and 
learn to apply these doctrines to life 
situations. 

What Is Law? 


What is the difference? One reader 
of the Bible discovered it for himself. 
He was reading the Book for the first 
time. 

“Doris,” he said after reading a few 
chapters, “if this Book is right, we are 
wrong.” 

He was reading the Law. 

After reading further, he - said, 
“Doris, if this Book is right, we are 
lost.” 

The Law does both: It shows us our 
sin; it shows us that we are lost. The 
Law consists of the Ten Command- 
ments and other passages of God's 
Word which demand perfect conform- 
ity to His will. Because this com- 
pliance is lacking, God’s Word con- 
demns us. ¥ 

There is no evangelical Law in Holy 
Scripture. Luther terms a law which 
does not condemn a “Bockhirsch,” an 
imaginary animal. The divine Law has 
teeth. “It always accuses,” says the 
Augsburg Confession. 


What Is Gospel? 


The man who discovered the mean- 
ing of the Law from his first reading 
of Scripture also found out what the 
Gospel is. 

“Doris,” he exclaimed, “if this Book 
is right, we are saved!” 

He had come: upon the Gospel. The 
Gospel makes no demands. It tells’ us 
what God has done and still does for 
our salvation. 

The Gospel brings us good and joy- 
ful news. 

When a missionary read to some 
natives the explanation of the Second 
Article, they cried out, “That’s good 
news!” ‘ 

They were right. 

Unlike the Law, the Gospel never 
asks; it gives. Whatever it urges, the 
Gospel bestows. It is especially the 
story of Jesus and His redemption. 
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Different Effects 


Because the Law and the Gospel 
are of a contrary nature, they have 
different effects. Though the Holy 
Spirit does not enter hearts by means 
of the Law, through it He “slays” and 
“leads into hell,” the Formula of Con- 
cord declares. A terrible use, but that 
is what God wants the Law to perform. 

St. Paul says that the Law produces 
knowledge of sin. Luther therefore 
connects the Law with sin and death. 

Faith and life, on the other hand, 
are connected with the Gospel. 
A means of grace, the Gospel bestows 
the Holy Spirit, works faith, grants for- 
giveness and all spiritual blessings. 

The Gospel, not the Law, brings 
improvement. “The Word of the Truth 
of the Gospel . . . bringeth forth fruit,” 
Paul wrote the Colossians. 

Thomas Chalmers, famed Scottish 
preacher, served his first charge 12 
years. In his farewell address he con- 
fessed that during the first eight years 
of his ministry all his preaching of the 
Law, all his thundering against the sins 
of which his hearers were guilty, did 
not carry the “weight of a feather.” 
He saw in the members of his parish 
no change for the better, he said, until 
he proclaimed “the free offer of for- 
giveness through the blood.” 


Different Areas 


Another difference between the Law 
and the Gospel is that they function 
in different areas. ‘The flesh, or the 
old man, must be coupled with the 
Law and works,” Luther taught, “the 
spirit, or the new man, must be joined 
with the promise of God and mercy.” 

This division is Scriptural. The Law 
“ig not made for a righteous man,” 
St. Paul says, “but for the lawless and 
disobedient, for the ungodly and for 
sinners’. | . (1 Tims 4:9): » The *Gos= 
pel, however, is for the new man. 
“Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin,” St. John asserts, “for His 
seed remaineth’ ‘in him, and he can- 
not sin because he is born of God” 
CiJohn359))- 
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Thus the big gun of the Law prop 
erly blazes away at the wilderness o 
sin, of which the old man is a part 
The Gospel horn of plenty, however 
continuously needs to be poured upo 
the garden of faith, of which the ne 
man is a part. 

At the same time it is God’s wil 
that the Law and the Gospel wor 
together for the same grand goal 
Through the proper use of the La 
and the Gospel the divine image, lost t 
man through sin, is to be restored 
Man is to be justified, sanctified, an 
glorified. 

But in this great work the Law play: 
only a supporting role. The Law slay: 
and kills. It puts the sinner under it 
curse in order that he may live throug 
the Gospel. “But the Scripture hat 
concluded all under sin, that the prom- 
ise by faith of Jesus Christ might be 
given to them that believe. But before 
faith came, we were kept under the 
Law, shut up unto the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed. Where 
fore the Law was our schoolmaster 
(custodian, RSV) to bring us unt 
Christ, that we might be justified b 
faith. But after that faith is come, we 
are no longer under a schoolmaster’ 
(Gal 3:22-25). i 

Moreover, since the Christian stil 
has flesh and his renewal is not com- 
plete as long as he is in the world, the 
Law continues to work alongside the 
Gospel. Each in its own way is effec- 
tive. Each again and again does the 
same work as before. 


Application to Daily Life 


How do the Law and_ the Gospe 
apply to daily life? Perhaps you know 
a person who does not confess Jesus 
as his Lord and Savior. This person 
admits he is not perfect. “But I’m as 
good as the average,” he adds, “and 
I’m a lot better than some of your 
church members.” 

It is not our calling to give such 
pharisaical person a “piece of ot 
mind.” Here is the place for what L 
ther calls the principal or proper 


a 


the Law as a 


ie use of the Law: 
rror. We need not shout or pound 
> table for effect. God will provide 
2 emphasis and the sound effects, 
He did on Mount Sinai and as He 
Il do on the Last Day. 

It is rather for us to show deep con- 


rn for self-righteous people and 
ayerfully to put before them the 
w of God. It will mirror their sin- 
Iness and convince them of their 
om. And when they are alarmed, 
» can give them the Gospel and the 
vior from sin and death. The Law 
applied because of sin; the Gospel, 
the interest of saving faith. The 
tcome of our endeavor is always in 
od’s hands. He alone can save. 
How shall the Law and the Gospel 
-applied when the spiritual level of 
songregation, a home, or an individ- 
» has reached a low point? 
Here is young Charles, for example. 
though he has been baptized, he is 
n disobedient and rebellious. Does 
: his Baptism have a special signifi- 
ce? Should not his old Adam “be 
wned and die with all sins and evil 
ts and, again, a new man daily come 
h and arise’? 
his is accomplished by “daily con- 
ion and repentance.” Therefore 
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Luther also tells us that “as long as 
we live in the flesh, which is not 
without sin, the Law oftentimes re- 
turneth and doth his office.” 

Charles, who in his disobedience 
has become his own god, making his 
own rules, again needs to be shown 
the same old Law. But now it comes 
as a rule. 

For this purpose a parent might 
tell Charles the story of Absalom. 
Absalom was a rebellious son. He 
sinned. For his sin he was put to 
death and buried like a dog. No 
wonder his father David cried so 
bitterly! His son Absalom was not 
merely dead; he was lost forever. 

Once more, however, the Law is 
but a servant, doing preparatory 
work to bring about repentance and 
faith through the Gospel. Therefore 


“The Law. was 
our schoolmaster to bring 
us unto Christ’ 


Charles must be made to see the 
Greater Son of David, the Savior who 
was “obedient unto death” and who 
made complete atonement for all dis- 
obedience and sin. Through the Gospel 
the Holy Spirit will lead Charles to say: 


I lay my sins on Jesus, 

The spotless Lamb of God; 
He bears them all and frees us 
From the accursed load. 


The Spirit will also guide Charles 
according to the “immutable will” im- 
planted in his heart, a precious Gospel 
gift. As a further appeal for the 
strengthening of the new man in 
Charles, his attention should be called 
to the apostle’s admonition: “Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord.” 

“In the Lord” is _ all-important. 
Charles must be made to see that this is 
the very Lord who kept this Command- 
ment for him and who was put to 
death for him on the cross. Because 
of this Lord, Charles may now claim 
the promise of the Commandment: 
“That it may be well with thee and 
thou mayest live long on the earth.” 

Were it possible for Charles’s par- 
ents to borrow the ears of God, they 
might at this point hear their son, 
prompted by the Spirit, join the apostle 
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in saying: “Children, obey your par- 
ents in the Lord, for this is right.” All 
good works are the fruit of the Spirit. 
This is set forth in the Formula of 
Concord, Article VI, 17, 22: 

But when man is born anew by the 
Spirit of God, and liberated from the 
Law, that is, freed from this driver, 
and is led by the Spirit of Christ, he 
lives according to the immutable will 
of God comprised in the Law, and so 
far as he is born anew, does every- 
thing from a free, cheerful spirit; and 
these are called not properly works 
of the Law, but works and fruits of 
the Spirit. . . . For such men are no 
longer under the Law, but under grace, 
as St. Paul says, Rom. 8:2 [Rom. 7:23; 
1 Comoe2 iis 

Because so far as they have been 
born anew according to the inner man, 
they do what is pleasing to God, not 
by coercion of the Law, but by the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, volun- 
tarily and spontaneously from _ their 
hearts; however, they maintain never- 
theless a constant struggle against the 
old Adam. 


The Law has a third use in daily 
life. That use is incidental in the opin- 
ion of some, but it is nevertheless im- 
portant. Luther calls it the “civil” use 
of the Law: the Law as a curb. Be- 
cause of its threats and penalties the 
Law checks the gross outbursts of sin 
and curbs the cld man. God uses the 
Law in the interest of His church! 

And does not the Gospel bless be- 
liever and unbeliever alike? In what- 
ever part of the world the Gospel is 
preached, very often its by-products 
are sanitation, education, care of the 
sick and the needy, and a better stand- 
ard of living. 

“Serve Him” 


A bishop once asked a young cate- 
chumen how he was progressing in 
his study of the Catechism. III at ease, 
the boy answered, “I have gotten only 
as far as the words: ‘who has redeemed 
me, a lost and condemned creature.’ ” 

Laying his hand on the boy’s head, 
the bishop said, “The bishop hasn’t got- 
ten any farther than that either. God 
grant that you never get any farther 
than that.” 

The Law shows us that we are lost 
and condemned creatures; the Gospel, 
that Christ has redeemed us. It nat- 
urally follows that we are “His own, 
and live under Him in His Kingdom, 


and serve Him in everlasting righteous- 


ness, innocence, and blessedness.”’ 

Does it not also follow that for 
more efficient and loving’ service to 
Him who died for us we will continue 
to pray for the proper distinction be- 
tween the Law and the Gospel and 
their proper application to life? 

TR. H. REHWALDT 
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Witness Comments 


Safeguards 


Fifty years ago the U.S. Congress passed the 
Pure Food and Drug Act, prohibiting the inter- 
state shipment of adulterated foods. Since then 
states and cities have enacted similar laws to 
insure purity of products. Safeguards have been 
instituted to protect people against contaminated 
water supply, spurious articles, infectious diseases. 
In general, governments have been solicitous 
about the health and physical welfare of their 
citizens. For such measures, officials deserve un- 
dying thanks. 

How about the spiritual welfare of our people? 
Is a Pure Doctrine Act needed? Look at any 
handbook of religious bodies, and you have the 
answer. What a maze of religions and cults! 
What a dizzy welter of denominations! And all 
claim to be right. Says Bassanio in Shakespeare’s 
Merchant of Venice: “The world is still [always] 
deceived with ornament. .. . In religion, What 
damned error, but some sober brow Will bless it 
and approve [justify] it with a text?” And An- 
tonio: “The devil can cite Scripture for his pur- 
pose.” How salutary if we had some directive for 
our spiritual life to identify unscriptural state- 
ments as adulterations, to label impure doctrines 
as “Poison,” to unmask false religious leaders 
and satanic cults! We have. 

The Word of God. To safeguard themselves 
against the onslaughts of soul-destroying errors, 
Christians will “search the Scriptures,” will ground 
themselves firmly in Holy Writ, will attend Bible 
classes to become fortified in their holy faith. 
Lutheran Christians will also study in addition 
to the Ecumenical Creeds of the church the great 
Confessions of the Lutheran Church, which are 
a correct interpretation of the divine truth of 
Christianity. Missouri Synod Lutheran Christians 
will also become acquainted with those synodical 
resolutions which are intended to guide congre- 
gations in matters of practice. 

We do not allow anyone to shortchange us, to 
sell us spoiled victuals, to pass us counterfeit 
money, to palm off on us shoddy goods, to give us 
harmful drugs. Just so we should not permit 
lying prophets to beguile us into believing false 
doctrines: that there is no hell; there is no sin; 
there is a purgatory; good works are necessary 
for salvation; the saints and the Virgin Mary 
must be invoked for help. For our souls’ wel- 
fare we need to guard pure doctrine. 


Builders, Not Wreckers 


The old brick warehouse had stood empty and 
unused for several years. Boys with the urge to 
thrgw rocks had broken all the glass in the win- 
dows long ago. The owners decided to wreck 
the remaining walls and make room for a parking 
lot. Within a few days men with hammers and 
tractors with steel ropes had leveled the building. 
Wrecking the building was far easier than erecting 
it. Tearing down took little or no skill, whereas 
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The Fifth Sparrow 


The New Lexicon 


laying the bricks evenly and squarely to mak 
a straight and solid wall had taken much skill 
Men had needed many days to build what other 
had wrecked in a few days. 

Therein lies a parable. To build, whethe 
a reputation or a church or a good program, take 
much work, patience, and skill. To tear down 
what others have built, whatever it may be, take 
little skill, little time, little work. 

The child of God in the enjoyment of th 
Savior’s love is a builder, not a wrecker. He i 
not content with the easy job. He wants to us 
his abilities in constructive, not destructive effort 


Sparrows have little value. “Are not two spar 
rows sold for a farthing?” Jesus asked. Whe 
a poor man bought four sparrows for two far 
things, he received a fifth sparrow with his pur 
chase. But even that fifth sparrow was no 
forgotten by God. Not one of them, Jesus stated 
will fall to the ground without the Father’s per 
mission. 

Does God actually care for sparrows? Yes 
He feeds and protects them. Sparrows do no 
light on the ground for food or die without Hi 
knowledge. Each little bird is known to Him. 

Often we feel like a fifth sparrow: lonely, 
ignored, forgotten. Everything goes against us, 
and nobody seems to care, not even God. Only 
our burdens stay with us, crushing us with their 
weight. | 

But God does care. “Ye are of more value 
than many sparrows,” Jesus added. He also as- 
sured us that the very hairs of our head — al 
140,000 of them — have a serial number. God 
numbers each strand. And if He is concerne 
about our hair, will He not much more care fo 
our heads, our hearts, and our lives? 

We are never alone. Even “in the uttermos 
parts of the sea” His right hand will lead us and 
hold us. God never will forsake in need the soul 
that trusts in Him and calls on Him in the day 
of trouble. 

The next time a sparrow flits across your path 
or gaily chirps on a bough at your window, heed 
his message. He is saying: “God cares for you.” 
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It might seem strange that a Lutheran synod 
which is known for its conservatism and its mis- 
sionary zeal would spend some $90,000 to spon: 
sor the publication of a New Testament Greek 
dictionary (see page 7). Not strange at all. The 
Lutheran Church was born in a university. Its 
founder, who translated the Scriptures into the 
language of the people, held that the study 
the original Hebrew and Greek of the Bible wa 
of extreme importance for the understanding ¢ 
God’s Word. “As dear as the Gospel is to us, 
Luther wrote, “so strenuously must we gi 
attention to the languages.” 
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The “scholarly-minded Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod,” to use a term in a recent issue 
of Newsweek, is therefore following in the tradi- 
tion of the great Reformer in providing a tool 
for a better comprehension of the Sacred Text. 
Synod’s officials are to be commended for allo- 
cating, through Synod’s Committee for Scholarly 


voose Leaves 


Protestants Without Convictions 


The “fashion of avoiding doctrinal sermons has 
been emphasized in recent years by the fact that 
we have been preaching to people who find 
strenuous thinking not only difficult but dis- 
tasteful. The preacher of today faces hearers 
conditioned to the moving picture and the ‘digest’ 
type of magazine. . . . The truth, in general, is 
that the Protestants of the cultured churches of 
America possess very few positive first-hand con- 
victions concerning the Christian faith. We are 
preaching to a spiritually illiterate Protestantism. 
We are preaching to people who are Protestants 
from inheritance but not from conviction, and 
who have been living on the moral momentum 
which they have inherited from the evangelical 
tradition of their immediate forebears. We must 
face the stark fact that that momentum has run 
down for this generation and that, unless new 
life comes to Protestantism in the next twenty 
years, America may well have become predom- 
inantly Roman Catholic, or frankly pagan. — 
WALTER BARLOW in God So Loved, The Spiritual 
Basis of Evangelism. 


The Value of “Religion” 


It is quite common for public personalities to 
issue statements emphasizing the value of “re- 
ligion” and urging people to attend the church or 
synagogue of their choice. Such statements come 
periodically from the White House, from prom- 
inent entertainers and commentators on radio and 
television, from leaders in education, business, 
industry, labor. To avoid sectarianism and in 
the spirit of American toleration, these statements 
are made to appeal to all religions without preju- 
dice to any. 

What shall we think of these public statements 
of our leaders? They are usually applauded by 
religious people of every type. 

At this point the devil brings in his confusion. 
He does not mind at all if a man is religious and 
even sincerely religious, just so he is sincerely 
wrong, just so he professes a false religion and 
worships a false god. The Christian too wants 
sincerity, but with a difference. The difference 
is between the one true religion and all others 
which are false. We expect others to live by their 
faith, but we insist that Biblical Christianity alone 
is true, that the Triune God of Scripture is the 
living and true God, that Jesus Christ is the 
only Saviour, that the Bible alone is God’s Word 
written. Honesty demands that a Moslem prays 
to Allah, that a Roman Catholic attends Mass. 
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Research, the necessary funds to complete the 
project. Also to be commended are the Lutheran 
Academy for Scholarship for suggesting the under- 
taking and especially its president, Dr. Martin H. 
Scharlemann, without whose initiative and per- 
sistence the lexicon might not have been pub- 
lished. 


But the Biblical Christian calls them both idolatry, 
and that too, from the Christian point of view, 
is an honest judgment. 

However well-meaning one may be in urging 
people to practice their own religion, this sort 
of thing has been put to insidious use by Satan. 
Sometimes, perhaps often, the one making a gen- 
eral appeal has the notion that “religion” is good 
in itself and that the question of true or false is 
irrelevant. This is satanic delusion. 

But even if the appeal is made in good faith 
as a call to consistency and distinctiveness, it is 
a ready-made tool for Satan to substitute senti- 
mentality for truth, humanism for Christianity, 
gods for God. 

The truth is that there is only one God, one 
Saviour, one infallible Word of God, one religion 
and one kind of prayer that can help our nation. 
This must be made clear when men are called 
to prayer. — The Church Herald (The Reformed 
Church in America). 


Whose Bible? 


If the Religious Information Bureau of the 
Knights of Columbus changed a capital “C” to 
a small “c”’ we would agree with their statement: 
“Yes, the Bible is truly a Catholic book.” It is 
universal! It meets every man right where he is, 
and can be the means by the Holy Spirit of the 
salvation of everyone who trusts the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

But we vehemently disagree that the Bible is 
a Roman Catholic book. The only concession to 
be made here is that since the Roman church says 
there ‘are 73 inspired books, it may have the 
apocrypha as part of its infallible Scripture. But 
so far as the canonical books are concerned, 
which, of course, include the 27 books of the 
New Testament canon, we cannot go along with 
the Knights of Columbus dictum. 

We are thankful for the church fathers whose 
scriptural quotations indicate the books which 
they believed were inspired. We are thankful to 
church councils which have voiced their convic- 
tions as to the extent of the canon. But these 
men and these councils did not create the canon. 

To make.the church superior to the Scriptures 
because the church defined what was in the 
Scriptures is to make the same mistake — as 
Martin Luther affirmed — as to conclude that 
since John the Baptist pointed out Christ as Lord, 
he must therefore be superior to Him! 

No, it is not a Roman Catholic Bible; it is 
God’s Word — and we receive it as such. — 
Moody Monthly. 


11 


Through Synod's Board of 


IS IT TRUE? ...... You frequently hear the appeal over 
radio and television: ‘‘Your help is needed’ 
in areas overseas where war, famine, dis- 
aster, and persecution have left millions 
of people undernourished, destitute, and 
homeless. Give through your church.” 
How accurate is this information? 


A Korean is grateful for clothing 


: just received at distribution center. 
ss e = mer ee 


Outcast lepers in India thanked Rev. Werner Kuntz for 
food provided by Lutherans of America. Photo taken 
after an Easter Monday service. 


4 
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“Home” in Hong K 
is a landing ona $s 
way for this ma 
former professor af 
U. of Shanghai. 


Three Korean refugee fathers in front of their 
house their families — a total of 14 people 


The milk sent through LWR to this Chinese baby agrees 
with him, but he does not like photographers. 


It is said that: 


@ Two thirds of the people in the 
world are underfed and that one third 
actually faces starvation. 


@ The war in Korea left 150,000 wid- 
ows, 100,000 orphans, and much of the 
population still impoverished, 


@ Tuberculosis is rampant in Hong 
Kong among the refugees from Communist 
China Lack of adequate housing, food, 
and medicines have brought on indescrib- 
able human suffering. 


@ In India, because of floods and 
famines, hunger is constant; 1,000 refu- 
gees arrive in Calcutta every day from 
East Pakistan. 


@ During the past year a daily aver- 
age of 600 to 800 refugees came to West 
Berlin from behind the Iron Curtain. 


@ The plight of the Palestine refugees 
continues. 


@ And now the tragedy of Hungary 
and the 140,000 freedom-loving people 
who have escaped into Austria! The need, 
they say, is desperate. 


Yes, these reports are true — painfully 
true. In all these areas the members of the 
Missouri Synod have demonstrated the 
love of Christ through Synod’s Board of 
World Relief. Shipments of food, clothing, 
and medicines in 1956, made jointly with 
Lutheran World Relief, Inc., totaled ap- 
proximately 80,000,000 pounds. These 
were supplemented by shipments through 
Church World Service and a number of 
sizable cash grants. 


All this is being done at an incredibly 
low cost. More than 100 pounds of 
Government surplus food are distributed 
at the cost of one dollar. Your contribu- 
tions, both in cash and in clothing, are 
rescuing many thousands of human lives. 
Every one of these rescued persons is a 
living witness to the love of Christ. 
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Home is a mat on a sidewalk of Hong Kong for this tuberculous 
refugee. LWR furnished the clothing and food for the son, who 
feeds his father. 


Operation Rescue must go on. 
Our people will not “pass by 


on the other side.” 
WERNER KUNTZ, Director 
The Board of World Relief 


Refugees in India receive powdered milk shipped by Lutheran 
World Relief. 
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The “big hug 


jor the missionaries 
in foreign countries 
1s for you too 


By O. H. SCHMIDT 


Executive Secretary, Board 
for Missions in Foreign Countries 


A missionary who returned to New Guinea after furlough 
writes: “It’s great to be back at work among these people, who 
have so little chance otherwise to hear the Good News. Things 
here have changed, mostly for the good, indicating progress. 

“When we shook hands with the pupils and the long line of 
catechumens, we got a big hug now and then out of gratitude for 
receiving the Word of God. They had dug out the heavy, 
bothersome kaikuyu grass, put a fence around the residence, and 
painted the house. 

“During September the average church attendance at Yara- 
manda was 424. On September 9, 2,145 people in this parish 
and its nearby stations heard the Gospel. But there are still 
from 5,000 to 8,000 whom we did not reach that day. Pray 
that God will use us in helping to turn native hearts to the Lord 
Jesus Christ!” 

Similar expressions could be gathered from other missionaries 
in New Guinea, India, Ceylon, Hong Kong, Formosa, Macao, the 
Philippine Islands, and Japan, where 126 missionaries and 700 
national workers bring the Gospel to thousands. 

Synod has established theological seminaries in India, Japan, 
the Philippines, Formosa (with training institutes for evangelists, 
teachers, and Bible women), Hong Kong, and New Guinea. The 
church also operates five high schools and several hundred elemen- 
tary schools in India. 

In Japan, Formosa, and India, missionaries are producing 
literature in the language of the people. In New Guinea a pastor 
and his wife are working out a written language and simple reading 
matter for the worshipers, who have never had a written language. 

The Lutheran Hour is a valuable asset to missionary boards 
abroad. Amazing are the results in Japan, where 30 stations now 
carry the program. Here, as well as in other countries, the 
broadcasts lead to many contacts with individuals and to prospects 
of establishing new mission stations. For the present fiscal year 
the synodical budget for the work under the Board for Missions 
in Foreign Countries is $1,550,000 plus $200,000 for capital 
investments, such as chapels, schools, and dwellings for mis- 
sionaries. 

“We need more men. We need more room” are the cries 
from every field. 

Even if you cannot personally enter the foreign service for 
the Lord, you can share in the work to the best of your ability 
through your prayers, talking to others about missions, and 
bringing generous contributions for the glory of Christ’s name 
and for the welfare of many souls. : 


’ 
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ue 
Resettlement of Lutheran 
Hungarian Refugees ) 


Synod’s Board for Social Welfare has 
received many inquiries asking: “How 
can we sponsor a refugee family from 
Hungary? Where can we send funds 
contributed for Hungarian relief?” 

Applications for sponsoring refugees 
can be made in writing to the Board for 
Social Welfare, Lutheran Building, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Funds contributed to Hungarian re- 
lief should be sent to Synod’s Board of 
World Relief, Rev. Werner Kuntz, 307 
West Sixth St., Royal Oak, Mich. 

Lutheran Refugee Service, of which 
Synod’s Board for Social Welfare is 
a part, reported December 6 that it 
had received 75, or a little more than 
5 per cent of the Hungarian refugees 
who had arrived in this country by 
that date. These 75 have resettled in 
California, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, 
New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. 
More than 50 per cent of the arrivals 
are single men; there are also couples, 
but few families with children. LRS 
first seeks reunion of the refugees with 
friends and then finds placement along 
vocational and personal interests. For 
instance, a woman with two young sons 
was reunited with her husband in New 
Jersey; a young man was sent to his 
parents in Iowa; a doctor became a staff 
physician in a hospital for tuberculosis 
patients in Kentucky; a scientist found 
work with IBM in Poughkeepsie. 

President Eisenhower has authorized 
the admission of 21,500 Hungarian 
refugees and has expressed the hope 
that early this year Congress will pass 
legislation to give the parolees under 
Section 212 (d) (5) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act the status of aliens 
legally admitted for permanent resi- 
dence. 

The President has appointed Tracy 
Voorhees to co-ordinate the American 
program for the Hungarian refugees 
both in the U. S. and in Austria. Among 
the problems to be decided are the 
methods of transportation and the daily 
volume of arrivals, the terms of parole, 
the ways of handling large numbers of 
parolees expeditiously, the co-ordina- 
tion of the many fund-raising efforts 
which have arisen spontaneously al 
over the U.S., and the financing of the 
program. 

Indications are now that Camp 
Kilmer will continue to serve as a re- 
ception center, where as many as 1,000 
to 2,000 refugees may be received 
daily. As soon as possible after theif 
arrival, voluntary agencies will plat 
with the refugees and send them on te 

(Continued on page 21) 
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terest Rates Increased for 
~w Church Extension 
nd Notes 


[he constant growth of Synod and 
- ever-increasing number of acces- 
ns throughout the church foretell 
remendous growth. The opening of 
~1,350 new missions planned for the 
‘t decade will require $38,000,000 
the general Church Extension Fund 
ides an additional $43,000,000 in 
ividual District funds. 
“lorida - Georgia, California and 
vada, Southern California, Colo- 
lo, Northwest, Ontario, Southeastern, 
ithern, and other Districts which 
w marked growth and increase need 
incial assistance from Synod. 
While the St. Paul Convention au- 
rized the appointment of an Exec- 
ve Secretary for Church Extension, 
Advisory Committee recommended 
t the immediate needs required tem- 
ary provisions to proceed with the 
sion program. The time involved 
selecting and installing an Executive 
retary would be costly in the emer- 
icy calling for an increase in the gen- 
| Extension Fund of Synod. 
NV. F. Fenske, executive director of 
Lutheran High School Association 
Greater Detroit and recent field 
ctor for “Building for Christ,” was 
ointed on November 12 to organize 
| direct the program for increasing 
general Extension Fund of Synod. 
ommended by the Church Exten- 
1 Board and encouraged by the 
ird of Directors, Mr. Fenske volun- 
‘ed to assume the responsibilities of 
campaign in his spare time. 
te has enrolled 30 volunteer “Tellers 
God’s Bank” — laymen, pastors, 
| teachers —— who met in St. Louis 
January 24. The official opening 
the 1957 campaign will be Febru- 
7 at the meeting of Synod’s Board. 
\t its December meeting, the Board 
Directors, consulting with the 
irch Extension Board, the Treas- 
r’s Office, and the legal counselor, 
ed the interest rates on notes repre- 
ting loans to Synod’s Church Ex- 
sion Fund for the new series effective 
ruary 1, 1957: to 4% on 10-year 
2s; 342% on five-year notes; and 
on 60-day demand notes. 
resident Behnken has volunteered 
uy the first note in one of the new 
es, and Walter Schlueter, Treasurer, 
| Rev. A. W. Born, chairman of 
od’s Church Extension Board, have 
wise asked to purchase notes. 
‘teaders wishing to help through 
is may write to: OFFICE OF THE 
IASURER, LUTHERAN BUILDING, 210 
Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


vary 29, 1957 


The Board of Directors 


devotes much time 


to seeing that Synod'’s 


resolutions are carried out 


By JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


“Resolved, That together with the Stewardship and Parish 
Education Departments a uniform regional setup for all of North 
America be developed, and that the District Mission Executives 
in each region, or their representatives, constitute a Home Mission 
Council, who would work with the Executive Secretary of Synod’s 
Board for Home Missions to achieve the objectives... .” Here 
follows a list of twelve objectives, all of which emphasize the 
systematization of this work in the various regions of Synod. 

The resolution is one of fifty passed by the Board of Directors 
at its last meeting. The five pastors and six laymen of the Board 
and the four Vice-Presidents of Synod as advisory members must 
concern themselves not merely with financial matters, but with 
many other phases of Synod’s work. Of course, since Synod has 
prescribed that the Board “shall balance the budget as nearly as 
possible and shall be authorized to do any and all things neces- 
sary or expedient to accomplish this end,” the matter of finances 
takes up considerable time at the meetings. However, Synod has 
prescribed also that the Board “shall exercise supervision over 
the work of the church. .. .” Hence all the various departments 
of Synod and their work, as well as their needs, must be given 
consideration. 

The Board conducts about seven two-day meetings per year, 
but, if necessary, calls additional meetings. A large volume of 
business greets the Board at every meeting. Synod’s various 
departments find that their work and needs are increasing. Con- 
sequently the departments want to present their problems to the 
Board. From time to time others wish to appear before the Board. 
To meet all these requests for a hearing before the entire Board 
became impossible. Hence a division into four committees became 
imperative. 

If you had a matter to bring before the Board, you would be 
assigned to the respective divisional committee for a hearing. 
After hearing all who wish to present material, the committee 
goes into executive session to consider all the matters thoroughly. 
Then it prepares carefully worded resolutions, which are presented 
to the Board in plenary session. There again the resolutions are 
weighed, deliberated, and either adopted or amended and adopted 
or referred back to the committee or sometimes even rejected. 

With the help of these four committees the Board can accom- 
plish much more than if it attempted to conduct the entire amount 
of business in plenary sessions. 

The members of Synod can be grateful for this group of 
consecrated pastors and laymen, who devote much time, without 
remuneration, to seeing that Synod’s resolutions are carried out 
between conventions. 
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THE 


Psalter 


Psalm 31:21: “Blessed be the Lord; for 
He hath showed me His marvelous kind- 
ness in a strong city.” 


The Strong City 


In history and literature, a city has 
been a traditional symbol of strength, 
of permanence, of refuge. Cities of old 
were surrounded by walls — strong 
enough that no enemy could batter 
them down, high enough that no in- 
vader could scale them. In the Old 
Testament era, God Himself decreed 
that cities of refuge should be provided, 
wherein the fugitive might find safety 
from his pursuer. 

The church of God has aptly been 
compared to such a city. The psalmist 
sings: “Glorious things are spoken of 
thee, O city of God!” and the writer to 
the Hebrews speaks of the church as 
the “city that hath foundations, whose 
Builder and Maker is God.” 

This city is strong. It has withstood 


the ravages of time and the bitter at- 


tacks of its demonic foes. Its founda- 
tions will never crumble, its walls will 
never fall. Not even the gates of hell 
will be able to prevail against it. 

This city is beautiful. It is illumined 
with the light that streams from the 
throne of God. It basks in the glory 
of His grace. It is the habitation of the 
beautiful Savior. 

This city is eternal. It is not to be 
found in any geographical location. It 
is not to be established on the earth. 
It is rather the community of God’s 
saints, the spiritual abode of God’s 
people. 

Into this city we have entered. By 
God’s grace we have made it our dwell- 
ing place. The Spirit has chosen us to 
be citizens of this sacred community. 
This is our joy, our hope, our pride. 

In this city God “hath showed me His 
marvelous kindness.” To belong to the 
city of God is life’s greatest blessing. 
For in this city we receive God’s kind- 
ness — the kindness of His forgiveness, 
the kindness of His peace, the kindness 
of our fellowship with the sons of God. 

Here on earth, indeed, “have we no 
continuing city, but we seek one to 
come.” We Kkave already begun to 
share in the peace and the joy of that 
city. The full light of its glory awaits 


us in eternity. THOMAS COATES 
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“THAT WE SHOULD GIVE THANKS” | 


Quite universally a gift is the mark 
of regard. But it is not always easy to 
know what to give. What gift, for in- 
stance, shall we bring to God? The 
Lutheran Service assists us in selecting 
gifts that are sure to please God. They 
are Prayer, Praise, and the Offering. 


The Service allows for five well- 
spaced prayer occasions. The first oc- 
curs when the minister begins the serv- 
ice with the solemn Invocation: “In the 
name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost.” It is a petition for 
the divine Presence. 


The Collect is next. The name was 
probably derived from the custom of 
the early Christians in Rome to collect 
for morning prayer. Prayers had to be 
short because the Christians were on 
their way to work. Each Sunday has 
its own brief prayer intended to prepare 
the worshipers for the Scripture Les- 
sons. The Collects are precious prayers 
because they are crisp, fervent, and to 
the point. (They appear in The Lu- 
theran Hymnal and deserve our atten- 
tion as model prayers.) 


The General Prayer, following the 
sermon, is a massive one. Next to the 
Lord’s Prayer it is the model prayer 
of the Christian Church. It rises high 
above every selfish and petty thought 
and intercedes for all men within the 
church and without. 

The Lord’s Prayer follows the Gen- 
eral Prayer. In many Lutheran churches 
it is the custom to give three measured 
taps on the bell for the Trinity as the 
congregation joins in the Lord’s Prayer. 


The final prayer in the Service occurs 
after the celebration of Holy Commun- 
ion. It is the Thanksgiving, and it was 
placed into the Service by Luther. 

The Service also assists us in present- 
ing to God the gift of praise. During 
the Middle Ages congregations were 
generally mute. Clerical choirs took 
the place of the congregation in the 
service. How much better now, since 
the Reformation, that all worshipers 
may sing the praises of God. The Lu- 
theran Service has much room for 
singing. 

Some of our songs consist of a single 
word, as Amen (Be It So) and Halle- 
lujah (Praise the Lord). Other songs 
consist of single sentences from the 
Psalms, called Responses, in answer to 
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similar sentences spoken or chanted b 
the minister (Versicles). Together they 
provide a bridge from one part of the 
Service to the next. Depending on thei 
position in the Service, the bridges are 
named the Antiphon, the Gradual, and 
the Preface. 

Several liturgical songs are stainsontl 
or chants. Three of these are grouped 
at the beginning of the Service: The) 
Gloria Patri, the Kyrie, and the Gloria] 
in Excelsis. The first “Glory” should be} 7 
sung in less than a full tone. The Kyrie! 
(Lord, have mercy) is not a confession; 
of sins but a petition for help in all our 
weaknesses. The last “Glory” should 
be sung in full voice. It is the most 
exuberant song in the Service. ; 


During Holy Communion another 
group of three chants stands out: The 
Sanctus, the Agnus Dei, and the Nune 
Dimittis. Their Latin names show how 
old they are. The first is the angels 
song; the third is Simeon’s song in the 
Bible, and the Agnus Dei (Lamb of 
God) has been the Communion song 
of the Christian Church for more than 
a millennium. 

A great contribution of the Reforma- 
tion Is congregational singing. Luther 
pioneered in the writing of hymns. He 
even published a small hymnal. Ever 
since, the Lutheran Church has been 
known as the “Singing Church.” 

The Order of Service allows for one 
more gift, the Offertory after oe ser 
mon: “Create in me a clean heart,” . 
the Offering. The Offertory is not a re-= 
sponse to the sermon but marks the 
beginning of a new part of the Service, 
wherein we give ourselves anew to God, | 
body and soul. / 

At this point the worshipers in the 
early church came in a procession an¢ 
laid their gifts on a table near the altar 
bread and wine for Holy Communion 


fruit, honey, oil, olives, milk, and 
cheese for the poor. Also’ silver and 
gold. 


Our money offering is an importa 
part of the worship of God. Let us re 
joice that God is pleased to accept ou 
money for the alae of His nam 
on earth. 

What a helpful custom, the Luthera 
Order of Service! Next we shall vie 
the Service as an aid to learning. © 


GERHARDT Mau 
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Repent on Sunday — sin on Monday? 


Immersion — only valid Baptism? 


Radio, TV — substitute for public worship? 


Infants — too young for Baptism? 


Was te ANSWER? 


estion: Can a Christian commit a 
ful act each week, repent on Sun- 
y, and then repeat the act the next 
ek and still be a Christian? 


4nswer: If I understand your ques- 
1 correctly, you are not asking 
ether God forgives the sins of peni- 
t sinners daily and richly. Thank 
d, the Bible states that truth and 
es us to believe it (Lam. 3:22, 23; 
103:3; Matt. 6:11, 12). How could 
body ever be saved if God did not 
give us our sins daily and richly 
the end of our lives? 


You seem to be thinking of a person 
0 knows that a certain act is sinful, 
deliberately and willfully commits 
On Sunday he then confesses it, 
ying that God will forgive him. Then 
returns to his evil ways with the 
ectation of repenting again the fol- 
ing Sunday. 

My answer is: Would you call that 
entance? Is that sorrow over sin? 
n such a person expect to deceive the 
knowing God, who searches and 
yws the innermost secrets of our 
TtseChTOV cons 2218.55 7):2 


Sor additional reading on this sub- 
t, I would refer you to Is. 1:10-18; 
it eieok-o37 Matt: 3:7, 6; Rom. 6:1, 
and 1 John 3:6-8. 


estion: Why do not Lutherans be- 
ye that, since Jesus was baptized by 
mersion (Matt. 3:16; Mark 1:10; 
in 3:23) and since it was also the 
de by which the disciples of Jesus 
1 John the Baptist baptized, it is 
ir duty to follow the example 
ich was set for them? 


Answer: 1) It is not at all certain 
t Jesus was immersed, nor that the 
ciples and John the Baptist baptized 
immersion, though the possibility 
st be admitted. The text Matt. 3:16 
es literally that Jesus “went up im- 
diately from the water.” Mark 1:10 

s that He “straightway went up out 


AES bed Ley] 
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of the water.” In John 3:23 we are 
told that John was baptizing in Aenon, 
near Salim, because there was much 
water there. None of these texts men- 
tion immersion. The expression “Jesus 
went up out of the water” could mean 
that He was immersed, but it could 
also mean that He had merely stood 
in the water during the baptism, as we 
often see Him portrayed in pictures. In 
both cases He would have come up out 
of the water. 


2) There are Bible texts in which the 
word baptize is clearly used in the 
meaning of wash rather than immerse, 
as in Mark 7:4; Luke 11:38; Acts 2:41; 
laps 3ce22elO2 and Rom.6:3, 4, 


For these reasons we cannot insist 
upon immersion as the only correct 
mode of baptizing, all the more because 
the power of Holy Baptism does not 
lie in the mode, but in the word and 
promise of our gracious Lord: “He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved” 
(Mark 16:16). 


Question: Does it show a lack of 
faith to watch a live television or ra- 
dio church service rather than go to 
church? 


Answer: It is neither meet, right, nor 
salutary for a child of God to absent 
himself from: God’s house when God's 
children meet to hear His Word and 
to worship Him in the communion of 
the body of Christ, except in real 
emergencies. The Bible admonishes us 
not to forsake the assembling of our- 
selves together, as the manner of some 
is (Heb. 10:25). Circumstances may 
compel us at times to remain at home, 
as in the case of sickness, impassable 
highways, and the like, but a good 
Christian will not try to worship God 
alone by means of television or radio. 
The devotional setting and atmosphere 
are lacking, and the temptation is al- 
ways present to be doing all kinds of 
other things while we try to listen to 
the preaching and do not properly par- 
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ticipate in the singing and praying. 
The congregation whose members con- 
tent themselves with such absentee sery- 
ices will soon disintegrate and perish 
for lack of brotherly love and interest, 
like coals of a fire which have been 
separated from each other and scat- 
tered. Again, what about baptisms, 
confirmations, and Holy Communion? 
And what will happen to the financial 
support which every congregation needs 
for the Lord’s work at home and 
abroad? 

God’s children belong in God’s 
house. There is no. substitute for 
public worship. Whoever loves the 
Lord will also love His house and the 
place where His honor dwells (Ps. 26: 
6-8). 


Question: What shall we answer peo- 
ple who condemn baptism of infants, 
holding that they cannot believe and 
that therefore their baptism should 
be postponed? 


Answer: One text for this problem is 
Matt. 28:18-20, in which Jesus tells us 
to make disciples by baptizing and 
teaching them. This is all-embracive 
and includes little children. Who will 
dare deny that little children belong to 
all nations? Another text is Matt. 18:6, 
in which Jesus distinctly says that the 
little ones can believe in Him. Whom 
would you tather believe, sinful men 
or Christ, who says that He is the 
Truth? Furthermore, children are born 
in sin (Eph. 2:3) and therefore are in 
need of regeneration (John 3:5). If 
eight-day-old boys were not too young 
for circumcision in the Old Testament, 


‘why should little infants be too young 


for Baptism in the New Testament? 
Holy Baptism is a sacrament, an act 
of God, not of man. It is God who 
works this new birth, not we. Jesus 
wants us to bring the little children to 
Him (Mark 10:13-16). Shall we re- 
fuse Him? O. E. SOHN 
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“Let every soul be subject unto the 
higher powers.” ROMaNns 13:1 


Christians make the best citizens and | 


are a blessing to their country. They 
bless the country not only by their dili- 
gence and good stewardship of the land 
and its resources but also by their 
peaceful conduct and willing obedience 
to the government. 

“Let every soul be subject unto the 
higher powers” is the will of God for 
every. citizen. God asks for total obe- 
‘dience to the goverment, which means 
the keeping not only of those laws 
which cause us no inconvenience, but 
also of those which might annoy us. 

This rule has only one exception: 
when the government asks its citizens 
to act contrary to the will of God, then 
the Christian citizen must reply: “We 
ought to obey God rather than men” 
(Acts 5:29). 

The Christian gives his government 
loyal obedience because God estab- 
lished that government. “There is no 
power but of God; the powers that be 
are ordained of God” (Rom. 13:1). 

The Christian gives his government 
loyal obedience because the government 
is established in order to serve those 
who live in obedience. “Rulers are not 
a terror to good works, but to the evil. 
. . . Do that which is good, and thou 
shalt have praise of the same” (Rom. 
L393 }e 

The Christian gives the government 
loyal obedience because the govern- 
ment punishes evil and protects him 
from the evildoers. “He (the govern- 
ment) is the minister of God, a reven- 
ger to execute wrath upon him that 
doeth evil” (Rom. 13:4). 

Obedience to all the laws of the na- 
tion, state, or city is a matter of con- 
science for the sincere Christian. This 
is emphasized by the apostle when he 
adds: “Wherefore ye must needs be 
subject, not only for wrath, but also for 
conscience’ sake” (Rom. 13:5). 

There is no fear in Christian obedi- 
ence, no slavish obedience. Christians 
submit themselves “to every ordinance 
of man for .the Lord’s sake” (1 Peter 
Dealest 

Yes, Christians are the best citizens. 


ARTHUR E. GRAF 
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1 ® Matt. 7:1-12 — Learning to live. 
Teach me love’s behavior. To the 
members of my congregation give 
mutual love and understanding. 


2 © Matt. 7:13-29 — Doing the will of 
Christ. Inspire the members of the 
Bible classes in our churches to 
live their faith. 


3 © Psalm 27 — Trusting in God’s pro- 
tection. May the students in our 
Formosan and Japanese seminaries 
fearlessly pursue their training. 


4¢ Acts 1 — Waiting for the Spirit. 
Fill the servants of our church with 
the Spirit. Give them courage. 
Move us to co-operate with them. 


5 @ Acts 2:1-36 — Telling the faith. 
May our missionaries among the 
Mohammedans in India find an 
audience for the Word. 


6 © Acts 2:37-47 — Repenting of sin. 
Grant that all who are Christian 
in name only may see the truth and 
be converted. 


7 ® Acts 3— Talking to others. Lead 
the youth of the church to know 
the power of their work done for 
Christ in His name. 


8 ® Acts 4:1-22 — Confessing the faith. 
Keep in the faith all who, against 
family wishes, at home and abroad, 
have come to Christ. 


9 ® Acts 4:23-37 — Giving to others. 
Bless the ministry of Lutheran 
World Relief, and move our Chris- 
tians to support it. 


10 © Deuteronomy 8 - The day of pros- 
perity. Make me grateful. Keep 
our nation from forgetting Thee in 
days of plenty. 


11 ® Acts 11 — All sorts and conditions. 
May Thy Spirit, through churches 
in changing communities, preserve 
true Christian fellowship. 


12 © Acts 12 — Persecuted Christians. 
Show mercy to those imprisoned 
for their witness in Communist 
and Roman Catholic countries. 


13 ® Acts 13 — First foreign mission- 
aries. Imbue with the Spirit's power 
all who work in the evangelism 
program of our churches. 


14 © Acts 14— New congregations. To 
all the new congregations in our 
Synod grant the zeal to witness, 
and give them a good reputation. 
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Daily Bible Readings for February 


Adapted from “Light for Your Way,” Bible-reading selections, 
with brief thoughts and prayers, issued by the Adult Department 
of the Board for Parish Education 


15 @ Acts 15 — Joining hands in th 
church. Make me eager to suppo: 
my church. Direct the planning 
my District Mission Board. 


16 ® Acts 16 — Church in the home. 
present in my house. Favor wit 


blessing all women who hay 
brought their homes to Christ. 


17 © 2 Sam. 12:1-23 — Secret sins. Lea 
me to repentance.  Strengthe 
against temptation all Christiar 
in the Armed Forces. 


18 @ 2 Kings 5:1-19 — Thy power. Ma 
the Sunday school children fro 
unchurched homes become mi. 
sionaries for their Savior. 


19 @ John 1:14-34 — Thy glory. Hel 
chaplains in the Armed Forces t 
present Thy glory and Thy love t 
all men in need. 


20 ® John 1:35-51 — Thy _ salvatior 
Prosper our foreign mission: 
Grant that through our feebi 
witnessing many may be saved. 


21 ® Daniel 2— Thy kingdom. Let 
show men Thy kingdom. To th 
President of the United States giv 


22 © 1 Corinthians 9 — Thy | Gospée 
Help me to work for Thee. Grat 
that Christians everywhere may b 
willing to speak for Christ. 


23 ® Exodus 32—Thy people. Forgiv 
us, for Jesus’ sake, our weaknes 
and blindness as well as the pover 
of our worship. 


24 © Psalm 121 — Thy help. Look i 
compassion upon the blind, th 
deaf, the handicapped, and all wh 
bear great burdens. | 


25 ® Luke 10:1-24 — Thy blessing. Gi 
me confidence in Thy _ blessing 
Accompany with Thy presence 
lay evangelists in area missions. 


26 ® Luke 16:25-32 — Thy Word. Gra 
that the students at our seminarieé 
in Brazil and Argentina may 
ceive the Spirit's strength. 


27 © 1 Corinthians 1 — Thy truth. Ke 
in the true faith all Christian p 
fessors and students at the univer 
sities. 


28 © 1 Corinthians 2 — Thy preset 
Banish from my mind all fi 
Give me the will to serve The 

_ the mission work of Thy chu 
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‘alther League Sets Goal 
f 4,200 Societies 


the year 1957 began auspiciously 
the Walther League when its Mem- 
ship Department, headed by W. F. 
herman, announced a total of 4,130 
eties. These include 1,233 Junior 
2,897 Senior or Combined socie- 


eague leaders hope to raise this 
1 to 4,200 before the 1957 Inter- 
onal convention, August 11—15. 
. major problem of the League is 
nterest more young people in organ- 
| youth work within their own con- 
zations. Survey after survey shows 
meetings of the League will not 
attended by young people if their 
nts lack interest in church youth 
vities. 

ynod’s League societies now use 
JOO sets of Topic Study Work 
ets. They are paid for out of the 
gue’s annual budget. This year the 
will approximate $12,000. 

or the League’s 1956—57 budget, 
eties have remitted almost $17,000, 
asurer Melvin Piepenbrink reports. 
' League’s fiscal year ends May 31, 
n the International treasury will re- 
‘e $77,000 in total membership con- 
utions to meet all League expendi- 
B: 

Jo young people have money of 
r own? Results of a recent survey 
ducted by the Gilbert Youth Re- 
ch Organization and made avail- 
» to the Walther League show that 
erica’s young people earned over 
> billion dollars this past year. 
erican youth spent it on radios, lip- 
<, phonographs, and cars. No fig- 
; are available on the amount youth 
tributed to church and charity. 
Agr, K: 


LL Float Wins Prize 
Rose Parade 


he LLL float won the first prize in 
religious division of the New Year’s 
Tournament of Roses Parade in 
idena, Calif. Designed by Paul 
sller of Yorktown, Iowa, the float 
entered by the Southern California 
ae of the League. 
is estimated that more than a mil- 
‘persons in Pasadena saw the float 
‘e some 60 million viewed it on TV. 


Membership Campaign 


e 1957 membership enrollment on 
ember 31, 1956, exceeded that of 
‘previous year by 2,000, reports 
i Mueller, the League’s Director of 
berships and Seminars. In 1956, 
‘membership totaled 91,000. 


wARY 29, 1957 
is 


All membership secretaries are mak- 
ing intensive efforts to reach a 100,000- 
member goal for 1957. 


Program of the Month Award 


Keen competition for the Program 
of the Month award has developed 
among LLL clubs, according to Edgar 
Fritz, Director of Club Services. 

Factors considered in making the 
award to clubs are their devotional 
and educational features, Christian 
service emphasis, business meeting pro- 
gram, and recreational and social activ- 
ity. Premeeting planning and publicity 
are also considered for the award. — 


Family Worship Hour 


Since September 1948 the Family 
Worship Hour has produced 400 series 
of broadcasts, or 2,400 programs. 

The present station log of the FWH, 
despite the winter dropoff of daytime 
stations, lists 154 outlets and 19 
V. A. hospitals, making a total of al- 
most 500 broadcast periods a week. 


40th Anniversary Convention 


For the opening of the League’s 
40th-anniversary convention in Saint 
Louis, June 30 to July 3, Dr. Oswald 
Hoffmann will speak at a Lutheran 
Hour rally in Kiel auditorium. 

All business sessions will be con- 
ducted in the Sheraton-Jefferson Hotel. 
The schedule for Monday evening per- 
mits the delegates to see the Municipal 
Opera production of “Blossom Time” 
in Forest Park or the baseball game 
between the Cardinals and the Braves 
in Busch Stadium. 


Condolences 


The friends and associates of Elmer 
Kraemer, the League’s Director of 
Publicity and the regular contributor to 
this column, extend to him and his 
family their condolences on the recent 
death of his mother, Mrs. Fred J. Krae- 
mer. PAUL FRIEDRICH 


Edgar Fritz Views Club Award 


LWML Serves the Lord 
In Missionary Work 


The Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League, the youngest of Synod’s three 
auxiliary organizations, through this 
column will help WITNEss readers to 
become better acquainted with the 
League’s objectives, policies, and pro- 
gram, as well as with the activities and 
accomplishments of the LWML and 
its various districts. 

“Serve the Lord with gladness,” 
Ps. 100:2, became the official motto of 
the LWML when it organized with 
Synod’s approval, July 8, 1942, in Chi- 
cago. The League was formed for the 
specific purpose of marshaling the 
talents of the women to aid our 
church’s official missionary program at 
home and abroad. 

Through this motto LWML mem- 
bers proclaim their high privilege of 
serving God in the cause of Christian 
missions; of rendering this service hum- 
bly and unselfishly, willingly and gladly, 
out of gratitude to God for His mani- 
fold blessings, and out of sincere love 
to Him and their neighbor. 

The name, Lutheran Women’s Mis- 
sionary League, was chosen because 
each word clearly states the character 
and purpose of the organization, with 
the emphasis on the third word, Mis- 
sionary. For unless such an organiza- 
tion concentrates on a vital objective 
and keeps it that way, the organization 
will lose its identity and purpose. 


LWML Project Church to Dedicate 


Rev. David M. Stirdivant, pastor of 
the Lutheran Mission in “Little Mex- 
ico,’ Los Angeles, reports that his mem- 
bers are eagerly looking forward to the 
dedication of their new house of wor- 
ship. The building itself is completed, 
but the city will not permit occupancy 
until everything is ready, including the 
parking lot and the retaining walls. 

M. W. 


Prize-winning LLL Float in Rose Parade 


This year, in May, the LUTHERAN 
WITNEss can look back on 75 years of 


service, dedicated to expressing Lu- 
theran faith and life in English. 


The WITNEss was called into being 
to meet a specific need, a need created 
by a doctrinal controversy in the Syn- 
odical Conference. 

Organized in 1872, while some ele- 
ments of Lutheranism in America were 
crumbling under doctrinal disagree- 
ment, this conference of younger Mid- 
western synods promised to usher in 
a new day of Kingdom building. 

Within a few years, however, the 
member synods developed differences 
on the doctrines of election and con- 
version. As a result of this controversy 
the Ohio Synod in 1881 withdrew from 
the Synodical Conference. 


At the organization of the Confer- 
ence it had been agreed that Missouri 
would work among German Americans; 
Ohio, among English-speaking people. 
The agreement came to an abrupt end 
with Ohio’s withdrawal. 


By this time Lutheran churches in 
America were using the English lan- 
guage extensively. To proclaim Mis- 
sourl’s confessional position, the synod 
therefore was obliged to use this lan- 
guage in its work as well as in its pub- 
lications. And thus the LUTHERAN WIT- 
NESS made its first appearance on 
May 21, 1882. 

The St. Louis Theological Monthly, 
issued in 1881 to promulgate Mis- 
souri’s confessional position, in Vol- 
ume II, Number 12 (December 1882), 
said: ““[The LUTHERAN WITNESS . . 
started to defend and sustain our cause, 
will, we hope, justify us when we say 
that we see no reason to continue.” 

Forthrightly the first editor of the 
WITNESS stated its objectives: “Our 
WITNESS tenders no apology for its 
publication. The Missouri Synod and 
its friends have certainly a great respon- 
sibility resting upon them. They are to 
hoid the grounds of faith and morals 
which our ancestors gained for us after 
a severe struggle with error and hypoc- 
risy. These grounds are those which 
the apostles and their successors won 
and held over against all the powers 
of this world. Our WITNEss shall .. . 
bring home to Americans the solid and 
sound doctrinal and practical truths ex- 
pounded by the Lutheran Church. By 
the aid of God, our Father, it will do 
so without attempting any compromise 
or palliation.” 

AuG,. R. SUELFLOW, Director 
Concordia Historical Institute 
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DICTIONARY MAKES DEBUT 


(Continued from page 7) 


Joseph Thayer of Harvard and _ first 
published in 1886. Dr. Thayer spent 22 
years in translating C. L. W. Grimm’s 
revision of C. G. Wilke’s Greek-Latin 
Clavis Novi Testamenti. 


Actually, therefore, Thayer’s lexicon 
dates from Civil War times. The sec- 
ond edition of this lexicon was pub- 
lished in 1889 and became the standard 
tool for New Testament students for 
more than 50 years. Unhappily it in- 
cluded none of the information from 
the papyri (paper made from the sedge 
plant) and ostraca (pottery fragments) 
found in Egypt just about the time 
Thayer’s lexicon appeared. 

The information gleaned from the 
papyri and ostraca of Egypt’s rubbish 
heaps has been so considerable that no 
lexicon of the New Testament of today 
can possibly afford to ignore the re- 
sults. The Arndt-Gingrich lexicon in- 
cludes all of these materials presently 
available. 

Valuable Tool 


The discovery of the papyri and os- 
traca revealed that the language of the 
New Testament was the language used 
by the people in their everyday life. 
These papyri and potsherds include 
correspondence, titles, deeds, contracts, 
school exercises, and similar material. 
Their discovery ends the notion that 
the Greek of the New Testament was 
something of a semiliterate jargon, or, 
as some had suggested, that it was 
a special language used by the Holy 
Ghost for this particular purpose. 


Some of the information gathered 
from the papyri has had considerable 
effect on the understanding of certain 
New Testament terms. For instance, in 
the Sermon on the Mount we find the 
passage, “Which of you by taking 
thought can add one cubit unto his 
stature” (Matt. 6:27). The Greek word 
for “stature” was found to mean “age,” 
“span of life.’ For this reason it has 
been suggested that our Lord was stress- 
ing the fact that one cannot lengthen 
his life by worrying about life’s daily 
needs. That certainly makes a great 
deal more sense. 

Again, there is the term which has 
been translated in the Authorized Ver- 
sion as “earnest,” as, for instance, in 
Eph. 1:14: “Which [the Spirit] is the 
Earnest of our inheritance.” The papyri 
and ostraca show that this was a word 
used for what we call a “down pay- 
ment.” Now, sufely, it is easier to un- 
derstand the term “down payment” 
than the word “earnest.” 


(68) 


contains eight words, moreover, whic} 


Help for Interpretation 

In addition to the information from 
papyri and ostraca, the new dictionat 
includes five other special kinds ¢ 
items which have not appeared befor 
in an English lexicon. It incorporatd 
the results of continuing research in t 
New Testament field, by which new i 
sights are gained every year. For it 
stance, it is now generally agreed thy 
the word translated as “simplicity” i 
Rom. 12:8 has the meaning of “ger 
erosity.” This lexicon presents eve 
thing that was available until the en 
of 1954. Furthermore, this is the onl 
dictionary to include the vocabulary © 
Papias, an early Christian author. 


i 


do not appear in any other lexicon b 
do occur in the critical apparatus of thi 
Greek New Testament. One of thes 
is particularly interesting, because it 
found in a very familiar passage in thi 
Sermon on the Mount. “Consider thi 
lilies of the field, how they grow; the’ 
toil net, neither do they spin” (Matj 
6:28). Ultraviolet-ray treatments hav) 
revealed that the original copyist of thi 
Sinaiticus (one of the oldest New Testa 
ment maunscripts) used the word fe 
“carding wool,” where our present tex 
has “grow.” This reading is given in th 
latest apparatus to the New Testamen 
and is found in the Arndt-Gingrid 
lexicon. Again, this new dictionary ha 
added all references to New Testamen 
articles found in scholarly Americat 
journals. Finally, this lexicon. is pref 
aced by a special essay, written Dl 
Dr. Bauer himself, on the nature 0 
the Greek language which was used b 
the New Testament authors. 


Gift of Our Church 


This dictionary was presented as a 
Christmas gift by our church to the 
English-speaking world. Its appearanet 
was announced simultaneously at @ 
meeting of the Society for Biblical Lit 
erature and Exegesis, in New York 
December 26—28, and at Cambridge 
University, where a formal tea was hel 
for Dr. Arndt to honor him for fh 
work on the lexicon. 


This magnificent volume was printe 
in Cambridge, England, by.the Unive 
sity Press. The American edition 
published by the University of Chicag 
Press, with agencies in Canada, Indi 
and Pakistan. Every copy carries ¢ 
the inside flyleaf the note: “This pul 
lication has been made possible by 4 
allocation of funds from the Centenni 
Thankoffering of The Lutheran Chur 
— Missouri Synod, through its ‘or 
mittee on Scholarly Research.” 

MarTIN H. SCHARLEMANN 
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_ HUNGARIAN REFUGEES 
(Continued from page 14) 
ir first places of settlement. LRS 
es that the majority of these people 
| be on their way within three days. 
for every Hungarian refugee re- 
led through LRS, there must be on 
in the national office a record of 
details of the job and housing offers 
| names of the persons accepting 
sonsibility for the refugees. This 
yrmation should be recorded on 
‘ugee Relief Act forms, two copies 
which should be sent to the national 
ce for each individual or family. 
The Hungarian refugees who have 
ived to date make a good general 
yression,” the LRS report states. 
ley are attractive, intelligent, self- 
ant people. However, some are ex- 
d or exhausted, and others are con- 
>d by the tragedies they left behind 
| the multiplicity of persons and 
ncies with whom they come in con- 
-immediately upon arrival. Actually 
h person has within himself a con- 
‘ing variety of feelings, impressions, 
reactions. 
Contrary to the situation for ref- 
es in the better-established refugee 
nigration programs, the Hungarian 
igees have had no preparation for 
‘ttlement. For many their coming 
been an act of blind necessity, trust, 
desperation. They may not be sure 
it they want and may not look far 
ad, but rather weigh each day’s de- 
ypments as they come. Most of 
n do not speak English; some of 
n do speak German. 
As this new group of refugees settle 
» American community life, they 
need understanding, acceptance, 
ygnition of the importance of their 
ticipation in plans for themselves, 
the neighborliness of American 
gregations and communities. It is 
ed that every Lutheran-assisted ref- 
e will be welcomed by a local 
heran church. If there are ways the 
onal office can be helpful to local 
ymunities in making resettlement 
1s, it will be glad to do what it can. 
Suppose you had crossed the Hun- 
ian border three weeks ago with 
y what you could wear or carry; 
pose you were now in a land of 
mise far from your homeland. What 
ild you need and want? If we can 
wer these questions for ourselves, 
should have at least the beginnings 
the answer for the Hungarian refu- 
s whom we seek to help.” 
‘through November 1956 the grand 
1 of the number of assurances which 
S received was 11,193; 11,177 as- 
ances were verified by the State 
lent. 
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Youth Explores the Bible. By David R. 
ere W. A. Wilde Co. 354 pages. 
2.50; 


The purpose of this book is to present 
in connected narrative form the great 
sweep of Biblical history. Old Testament 
characters are shown in the setting of their 
times. The life of Christ is set forth in 
a dramatic and swiftly moving narrative 
based on the Four Gospels. The book 
gives a clear picture of the progressive 
unfolding of divine revelation and the on- 
ward movement of history toward the goal 
of God’s choosing. 

Youth Explores the Bible is intended 
for high school students and has in mind 
questions these youths ask. The book is 
admirably adapted to their special inter- 
ests and needs. 


In some instances the views expressed 
in doctrinal matters are not Biblical. 
Nevertheless the book can be made to 
serve a valuable purpose. 


Careers for You. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury 
York-Nashville. $2.00. 


Advice to young people who want to 
serve humanity, to prepare for their life’s 
work by equipping themselves with the 
necessary education and training. Illus- 
trated with sketches and stories for inter- 
esting, informative reading. 


By Erma Paul Ferrari. 
Press, New 


The Greatest of These. By. Jane Mer- 
chant. Abingdon Press. 96 pp. $1.50. 


This collection of poems is based on the 
love which Paul defined in 1 Corinthians. 
Miss Merchant uses little affairs of every- 
day life—a neighbor’s smile, trees, and 
the countryside, vividly caught and _ pic- 
tured —to light up a deepening meaning 
of love, “the greatest of these.” Each of 
the poems is introduced by a verse from 
Scripture, bringing out various aspects of 
God’s love. Jane Merchant, a semi-invalid, 
has published more than 300 poems in 
leading magazines. 


Jesus Only. By Floris Ferwerda. Vantage 
Press, Inc., New York. 142 pages, 
6X8. $2.75. 


The writer on the basis of the Scriptures 
pleads for the recognition of Jesus as God 
and our only Savior. His special thesis is 
that in thinking and speaking of eternity 
we should not place emphasis on reunion 
with our loved ones, but on being with the 
Lord. A proper consideration of the truth 
expressed in the slogan “Jesus Only” will 
remove all schisms, he correctly states. 


WILLIAM F. ARNDT 


First Love. By Phyllis Speshock, Zonder- 
van, Grand Rapids, Mich. 155 pages. 
$2.00. 


This is a love story of a Christian girl 
who wants to live according to Christian 
principles. She gives up one young man 
because he can’t understand her position 
that a human being’s first love should be 
his love for God. She meets a returned 
veteran who can understand what it means 
to be a humble Christian. The girl realizes 
that she really loves the soldier, and so 
everything comes out happily in the end. 

G. L. WIND 
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See District Editions 
for more complete obituaries 


Henry Jauck, March 21, 1897, Entre 
Rios, Argentina, to Dec. 6, 1956, Monte- 
video, Uruguay; son of John and Kath- 
arine Kuxhaus Jauck; graduated St. Louis 
Seminary, 1922;. parishes: Darregueira, 
Buenos Aires; City of Buenos Aires; Mon- 
tevideo, Uruguay. 


Survivors: Amalia Sterkel Jauck; chil- 
dren, Marcelo, Lilian. 


Funeral: Dec. 7, Montevideo. 


Adolf Amstein, Feb. 26, 1869, Solz, 
Germany, to Dec. 10, 1956, San Diego, 
Calif.; son of Johann and Frederika Bar- 
tholomaeus Amstein; graduated Springfield 
Seminary, 1890; pastor, St. John’s Church, 
Charter Oak, Iowa, 1890—1934. 


Survivors: daughters Elsie Denio, Helene 
Davidson, Lorena Marth, Ruth Schreiber; 
son Edgar. 


Funeral: Dec. 14, San Diego. 


Edwin M. Mossner, May 27, 1898, 
Frankenmuth, Mich., to Dec. 16, 1956, 
Detroit, Mich.; son of William and Kath- 
erine Zehnder Mossner; graduated Saint 
Louis Seminary, 1921; pastor, Redford Lu- 
theran Church, Detroit, since 1921. 

Survivors: Irma Hubinger Mossner; son 
Thomas; daughters Margaret Powers and 
Katharine Williams. 

Funeral: Dec. 19, Frankenmuth; inter- 
ment in St. Lorenz Cemetery. 


Johannes G. Wein, Sept. 18, 1866, Mu- 
nich,, Gemnany-mmtor = Dec. 26; 1956; 
St. Joseph, Mo.; son of Johann and Caje- 
tane Eder Wein; graduated St. Louis Sem- 
inary, 1890; parishes: Riley and Clay Cen- 
ter, Kans.; Herkimer, Kans.; and Corning, 
Mo., 1911——36: 

Survivors: Anna Lilge Wein; son Rev. 
Edgar. 

Funeral: Dec. 29, St. Joseph and Her- 
kimer; interment, Herkimer. 


Death Notices 


John E. Herzer, professor of Religion 
and German, Concordia College, Edmon- 
ton, Alta., Can., died Dec. 18, 1956. 


Theodore C. Brohm, president emeritus, 
California Concordia College, Oakland, 
Calif., died Jan. 5, 1957. 


OR, 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATE 
Ordained and Installed: 


‘Bouman, Walter R., ordained by Walter H. 


Bouman and installed in St. Paul, Chatfield, 
Minn., by L. E. Vogel, Dec. 16. 


Instdfied: oo 

Boyer, Ralph H., Grace, Ormsby, Minn., by 
Otto F. Krause, Dec. 9. 

Browr., John M., Holy Cross, Camden, Ala., by 
W. H. Ellwanger, Nov. 11. 

Consta'ile, John, St.Paul as Student Coun- 
selo., Iowa City, Iowa, by John Schliep- 
siek, Dec. 16 
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Dienst, Martin, Immanuel, Kingston, N. Y., by 
Ernest J. Kunsch, Dec. 16 

Lammert, Fred, Grace, Channelview, Tex., by 
E. F. Lange, Dec. 16. 

Matthias, Elmer W., Zion, Anaheim, Calif., by 
William L. Duerr, Dec. 9. 

Moser, Martin H., St. John, Lariat, Tex., by 
E. A. Wolf, Dec. 9. 

Niermann, Karl, Zion, Holyoke, Colo., 
Theodore Schauland, Dec. 16. 

Plautz, Ralph A., St. John, Hannibal, Mo., by 
A. J. Becker, Dec. 9. 

Stoll, William C., St. Matthew, Sherrill, Iowa, 
by William A. Reitz, Dec. 16. 

Wendling, Paul, Christ Lutheran Mission, 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak., by C. F. Paul, Oct. 14. 


’ Regarding Resettlement of Refugees 


Inquiries concerning the resettlement of 
refugees from Europe are to be addressed to 
THE DEPARTMENT OF SocIAL WELFARE, 210 N. 
Broadway, St.Louis 2, Mo., and not to the 
Board of World Relief. 

Possible resettlement can be made in the 
b future only under the present immigration 
y laws, since the Refugee Relief Act of 1953 has 
expired. —H. F. Winn, Executive Secretary, 
Department of Social Welfare. 


Wanted 


Communion set for small mission. Will pay 
for shipping. —ImmManuEL LUTHERAN CHAPEL 
OF THE UppER Keys, Mrs. Donald Parker, Sec- 
retary, Box 474, Islamorada, Fla. 


Cloeter, O. H., 530 N. W. Fourth St., 
Faribault, Minn. 

Constable, John, 404 E. Jefferson, 
Iowa City, Iowa : 

Hinz, Herbert A., 6 Dianthus Rd., 1st fl. 
Kowloon, Hong Kong } 

Hoffmann, George W., Jr., 711 Seventh 4 
Yuma, Ariz. 

Lobeck, Gustav W., 170 Nicholas St., 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Mueller, Martin J., R.1, Palms, Mich. 

Mueller, Martin W., 5710 Chippewa, 
St. Louis 9, Mo. 

Niermann, Karl, 505 E. Furry, 
Holyoke, Colo. 

Ristine, Thomas L., 1035 Elliott, 
Regina, Sask., Can. 

Schwidder, Adolph, em., 203 N. West, 
Lake City, Iowa 

Seehagel, Prof. Walter F., Immanuel 


Installed: 218 CHEERS 
Eggers, Paul, St. Paul, Paterson, N. J., by Paul 


i Lutheran College, 200 N. Luther, 
A. Lassanske, May 27. Warning Grcecehors. NC : 
Gildersleeve, James E., as professor at Ala- A L—— P—,, who may now be traveling Wennerstrom, Robert, R. F. D., Mt. Rt., © 
bama Lutheran Academy and_ College, under another name, tall, slender, bald, Williams Rd., Rome, N. Y. 


Selma, Ala., by William G. Kennell, Dec. 9. neatly dressed, asks for a chance to make 


Latzke, Henry R., as professor at Alabama 
Lutheran Academy and College, Selma, 
Ala., by William G. Kennell, Dec. 9. 


Official Notices 


Rev. P. George Breuer, Jamaica, L.I., N. Y., 
has been appointed Visitor of the Queens C 
Circuit to succeed Rev. Henry W. Kratzke, 
who has resigned from this office for reasons 
of health.—H. J. Rirpe, President, Atlantic 
District. 


good after a prison record in Ohio. He knows 
Missouri Synod pastors, especially chaplains, 
and through handouts from pastors enjoys 
a good living while “trying to get work.” If 
approached by this man, notify local authori- 
ties. — Rev. ARNoLD E. GrERKE, Butte, Mont. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Bauer, Edmund J., 3149 Warden Ave., 
Niagara Falls, Ont., Can. 

Bek, Edwin C., Chappell, Nebr. 

Besel, Harold C., 804 Hoosier, 


Articles, 


Notice 


church news, 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica 
tion in the LurHERAN WITNEss, book 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Witness Of 
fice, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., 
18, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations 


announce 


St. Louig 


Rev. Orville Poellot of Red Lake Falls has 
been appointed Visitor of the First Circuit, 
N. Park Region Conference, to succeed Rev. 
W. P. Clausen, who has accepted a call into 
another District.— H. A. Gamser, President, 
Minnesota District. 


North Vernon, Ind. 

Braner, Peter, em., 418 N. Jones, 
Algona, Iowa 

Brauer, Richard H., Potter, Nebr. 

Braunersreuther, Donald L., 
Clearwater, Nebr. 


Venture of Faith... 


More for Missions in 1956... 


dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors. and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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OPERATING STATEMENT 


1955 1956 
Cash Requirements, Feb. 1—Dec. 31 _....---.  $8,341,666.66 $11,825,000.00 
Cash Receipts, Feb. 1—Dec. 31 - 6,459,603.79 9,321,064.75 


BUDGET DEFICIT —.-------- $1,882,062.87 $ 2,503,935.25 tlk 
Charles E. Groerich, Assistant Treasurer po eee 


Witness for Christ through regular offerings for the Kingdom 


THE LUTHERAN YF 


~ - 


Letters 


could not refrain from telling you how 
lled I was reading the new issue of this 
rs LUTHERAN WITNESS and seeing and 
jing Vol.1, No.1 of the WITNEss 
ited in Zanesville, Ohio, May 21, 1882. 
as so glad you found the earlier edi- 
. What a span of time has elapsed 
e then! I can hardly express my ap- 
riation. 


wansville, Ind. SARAH C. FRANK 


JOTE: Miss Frank is a daughter of the 
- editor of the WiTNEss, Rev. C. A. 
nk. She recalls the time when her father 
ed the first issues of the WITNESS. 


. bouquet for the new LUTHERAN WIT- 
Ss received today. It is a better-type 
ingement, and better headlines. Articles 
‘e challenging, informative. Pictures 
to interest. Art work invites interest 
attention. Keep up the good work, 
God bless you. PATS TAS 


ecatur, Ii. 


‘our new and enlarged WITNESS rates 


ellent! (Rev.) I. G. KirzMaNN 
‘harlotte, Iowa 


‘ery well done. 
CHARLES. E. STINDEL, M. D. 
t. Louis, Mo. 


‘he new LUTHERAN WITNESS is a won- 
ful improvement over the past. Ques- 
ing our ladies at a recent meeting, we 
that they were very enthusiastic about 
enlarged WITNESS. 


(REv.) W. D. OETTING 
Vaterloo, Iowa 


Jery warm congratulations upon the 
inct improvement in the style and char- 
‘rr of the LUTHERAN WITNESS. This 
‘ks a definite advance both in the tech- 
il make-up of the publication and also 
its helpfulness for a reading public. 
Vve set a mighty challenging pace in 
first issue under the new deal, and 
‘Il be doing the church a great service 
‘ou can keep up the pace through the 


a (REv.) CARL W. BERNER 
os Angeles, Calif. 


‘rom time to time throughout its long 
ory the LUTHERAN WITNESS has taken 
rageous forward steps — by progressive 
irovements in both content and format. 
the recent change in the WITNEss how- 
>, is not a forward step —it is a for- 
d stride! 

Tay the Lord of the church grant you 
‘strength and the wisdom and the re- 
cefulness which will be necessary to 
tain the tremendous pace which you 
2 set for yourself. 


; (REy.) HERMAN W. GOCKEL 


». Louis, Mo. 


much space is wasted in “WITNESS 
ments,” p.10, and “Loose Leaves,” 
|. Otherwise it provided enjoyable 
g. 

ayville, Wis. 
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GRANT GRAMLOW 


’ 


“Xmas’’? 


In our humble opinion the author of 
“Christmas or Xmas” (WITNESS, Decem- 
ber 18, 1956) is unduly disturbed because 
people so often employ the “Xmas” for 
“Christmas.” We believe that “Xmas” is 
not at all out of place, neither historically 
nor theologically. 

The early Christians developed the cus- 
tom to refer to the Messiah, or “Xristos,” 
by using the first letter “X.” They would 
often place an “R” over the “X,” which 
meant “Christ, the King.” Christians have 
continued this custom by using the Greek 
“Chi” or “X” on church walls, altars, pul- 
pits, lecterns, etc. 

As for me, I love the display of the 
letter “X,” even in “Xmas,” since it stands 
for my Savior and does not for me remove 
Christ from Christmas. 


(Rev.) PAuL F. Buck 
Waterville, Minn. 


Note: The WITNESS has received a 
number of letters expressing similar senti- 
ments. 


For Jukeboxes 


This is a partial protest to an answer 
given to a question anent “equipment for 
the recreation rooms of a parish house.” 

I am fully in agreement regarding pool 
tables and pinball machines, but not juke- 
boxes. A jukebox is a machine to repro- 
duce and amplify sound from recordings 
—from a multiple selection — at a price. 

There is nothing to prevent the pre- 
selection of the music by the pastor — or 
other church leader —to be installed in 
the machine. Thus religious music or fine 
classical and semiclassical music could be 
used. It would serve to Offer inspiration 
and entertainment to the users if the par- 
ish house and the dimes and nickels could 
be used to build a record library for the 
machine. 


Chicago, Ill. Epwarb J. JAEGER 


“Report Cards’ 


Anent your title question “Yearly Re- 
port Cards?” on p.10 of the January 1 
WITNEsS, enclosed is such an actual doc- 
ument. I have used it for several years in 
various parishes. .. . 

Of course, I have help — what I call my 
attendance-record clerks, who, incidentally, 
often have 100% church-attendance rec- 
ords themselves. . . 

The value of this system lies in allow- 
ing the church member to stand back and 
take a comprehensive view of his church 
activity over a period of time. It works 
like a rope on a puppy that tends to chase 
automobiles — sort of pulls him up short. 
The margin of error is about 1 per cent. 


(REv.) KARL F. BREEHNE 
Greenville, Ill. 


By | H G? 


Dr. F. R. Webber in his authoritative 
book Christian Symbolism states: “It is 
commonly supposed by uneducated people 
that IHS stands for “Jesus Hominum Sal- 
vator,’ and even good dictionaries have 
been known to state this notorious error. 
. .. The early church knew nothing about 
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such a rebus, and no authority of any 
standing takes it seriously.” In a preced- 
ing paragraph he stated that the symbol 
correctly comes from the first three letters 
of the Greek word “IHCOYC,” meaning 


“Jesus.” Mrs. KENNETH Harrison 
Bay Village, Ohio 


A second testimonial in two years that 
I read the WITNEss. The interpretation of 
IHS (IHC) does not agree with page 101 
of our Catechism nor, I believe, with any 
good work on symbolism. If you need an- 
other product of pious ignorance, here is 
a rural German one: “Jesus, Heiland, Se- 


ligmacher.” (REv.) THEO. GERKEN 
La Grange, Ill. 


May I please ask you to publish the 
other explanation of the “IHC” symbol 
which appears at the top of the right side 
of the cover in the December 4 issue. 


Edmonton, Alta. W. M. WANGERIN 


Note: The Lutheran Dictionary, Con- 
cordia Publishing House, 1952, page 23, 
States: Saletts ous Also written Je HS: 
These letters, common in church symbol- 
ism, have been interpreted as: (1) The ini- 
tial letters of lesous Hemoon Soter (Greek 
for ‘Jesus, our Savior’); (2) the first three 
letters of the Greek name IHSOUS 
(‘Jesus’); (3) the initial letters of the Latin 
phrase lesus Hominum Salvator (Jesus, 
Savior of men’); (4) the initial letters of 
the Latin phrase ‘In Hoc Signo (vinces),’ 
meaning, ‘By this sign [the Cross] (thou 
shalt conquer).’” 


Redery’s Wish Granted 


I note a letter [January 1, 1957, WirT- 
NEss] from Redery Wilmar of Indonesia 
indicating a desire for the WITNESS. 

Enclosed find $2.00 for a year’s sub- 
scription for him. 


Fort Wayne, Ind. EMMA FOLEY 


Pictures and News 


Photographs submitted to the Lu- 
THERAN WITNESS should be glossy 
black-and-white prints, not koda- 
chrome. The photography should 
be clear and sharp. All photos 
should be identified. Penciled iden- 
tification — NOT ink — should be 
on the reverse of the photo. 

Interior and exterior pictures of 
churches and schools should include 
people. 

The staff welcomes photos and 


news of outstanding achievements of 


members, congregations, Districts, 
the church at large, and human- 
interest stories. 
The WitTNEss does not pay for 
pictures or guarantee their return. 
Send material to: 


LUTHERAN WITNESS 
EDITORIAL OFFICE 
ncordia Publishing House 
Bs S. Jefferson Ave. 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 
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“appropriate gift for birthdays, as a thank-you, for anniversaries, as a surprise 
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Enriching Moments with God 


Meditations from Portals of Prayer 
New Special Twentieth Anniversary Anthology 


Wherever PORTALS OF PRAYER has been read — in the home, in the office and 
factory, on the way to work, in doctors’ and dentists’ waiting rooms, on college campuses, 
in the military service — its brief daily devotions have struck a responsive chord, gems 
of spiritual truth have imbedded themselves in the heart, never to be forgotten. 

Many people have written to name their favorite devotions and authors. Now all 
of these favorites — plus many others selected from past issues of Portals of Prayer — 
have been incorporated into this special twentieth-anniversary edition. It contains 378 
meditations by 65 different authors. 

From its pages you will draw strength, courage, and hope year after year. Will also 
make a most meaningful gift for friends and relatives in convalescent homes and homes 
for the aged — and for young people away at college or in the military service. 


Order No.6W1060. 300 pages. Cloth. $2.50. 


When the Lights Are Low By Henry Rische 


The fifteen chapters of this book each touch some situation of human 
experiences. Each topic holds a candle from Scripture to pilot you through 
the problem. 

Anyone who appreciates deep sentiments expressed with beauty and sin- 
cerity, who feels the need for spiritual refreshment, wants to own this book 
of enduring Christian truths. 

The book is bound in a colorful, de luxe, patterned binding. The outside 
as well as the inside breathes quality and book craftsmanship. Makes a highly 


token of affection — whenever a friend needs a friend. 
Order No. 15W1808. Cloth. 238 pages. $2.50. 


A Thought for Today .  8y Varions:Aushors 


Miniature in size (measures but 3X41 in.—fits easily into pocket or 
purse) but large in content and variety. Over 200 different authors have 
contributed 209 “minute” meditations — that’s all the time it takes to read 
a single devotion. Each meditation is based on a meaningful passage from 
Sacred Scripture. Each page offers a heart-warming message of comfort, cheer, 
and courage. 

Bound in soft, hand-tooled, red morocco leather. Printed in fine parchment 
stock, edged in gold leaf. Large easy-to-read type. Packaged in an attractive 
blue-and-gold box with white tissue paper — ready for gift presentation to that 
special friend or loved one who treasures beautiful things. 


Order No. 6W1050. Red Leather. 225 pages. $2.75. 
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CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


3558 S. JEFFERSON AVENUE, ST. LOUIS 18, MISSOURI 
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